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Courtesy thought of Confucius and its contemporary value

ZHU Li-hui
(School of Languages and Literature, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, China)

Abstract: In the ideological system of Analects of Confucius, courtesy, an important aspect
of Confucianism, has its prestigious academic standing. The words and deeds of Confucius and
his students demonstrate that courtesy is the way to cultivate one’s moral character and get along
well with others. Courtesy, which directly relates to natural human feeling and moral conscious,
is in essence benevolence and respect. From the aspect of the moral needs, courtesy is the
indispensible part in the modern society, with the outward appearance of courtesy being
etiquette, and etiquette being the standard behaviour, the basis of civilization and the foundation
of moral judgement.
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