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Image of “Chinaman” in E ffi Briest

CHEN Hong

(College of Foreign Languages, China Jiliang University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Critics attach much attention, when discussing Theodor Fontana’s novel Eff7 Briest ,
to its realist criticism, its technique of narration, and its religious culture. The famous
sinologist Wolfgang Kubin for the first time pointed out that this novel describes, among other
things, an “abstract Chinese”, but Kubin didn’t do any further analysis on this image. Through
sorting out in details the ten times of presence of the “abstract Chinese” in the novel, the
author analyzes the metaphoric functions and symbolic significance of this image. It holds that
the depiction of the “abstract Chinese” is a hidden line of the plot development. And the implied
description conforms to, most probably unconsciously and coincidentally, the technique of
BLANKNESS in Chinese traditional art, which means leaving aesthetic blankness to the
imagination of appreciators (readers).
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