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Thinking of transformation from tradition to modernism

of early stage of Shanghai school paintings

SONG Mei'*
(1. School of Design, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, China;
2. School of Film and TV Arts and Technology, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200072, China)

Abstract: The early stage of Shanghai school paintings showed the transformation from
tradition to modernism under the formulation of social historical cultural background and
economical form. On the one hand, the “modernism” of it shows the “new character” under the
formulation of “common custom”; on the other hand, it shows the chasing for “free” subjective
spirit and the self-discipline of form itself. Moreover, the “modernism” of it shows the
succession and exploration to tradition. Under all of these factors, Shanghai school paintings
practiced the transformation from tradition to modernism.
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