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Cultural memories in Herta Miiller’s Atemschaukel

SHAO Lingwei
(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, China)

Abstract: Works of literature help produce cultural memories. The function of the work as
media has a constructive role in shaping both individual and collective memory. This paper
analyzes the individual memory reflected in Atemschaukel (Hunger Angel), a novel by 2009
Nobel Prize winner Herta Miiller, from three aspects including homesickness, chronic hunger
as well as life in the labor camp. It also focuses on the outcome that how this novel influences
the collective memory.
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