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Russian nobility’s family life in imperial era: An investigation

from Russian literature and family records of nobilities

WANG Kangming
(History Department, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 999077, China)

Abstract: Since reform of Peter the Great to ninteen century’s slavery reform, Russian society
was inevitably infected by Western culture. For those nobilities, the regulations of their family
structure were also deeply influenced by Western culture. Traditionally, the transition of
Russian society was a unilateral adoption of Western Europe culture. However, based on the
analysis of literatures and family records, it is figured out that the traditional Russian family
culture still has its position on Russian daily life. What is more, compared to family order of
Western Europe, Russian family order has its own advances (for instance, the inheritance
rights of women). Therefore, it is obvious that the transition of Russian family structure on
imperial Russia period was a by-directional culture exchange between Russia and Western
Europe rather than a unilateral culture invasion from Western Europe.
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