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Literature review on ethnographic writing after Writing Culture

ZHANG Chong

(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, China)

Abstract: This paper is to review the ethnographic writing after the publication of Writing
Culture: The Poetics and Politics of Ethnography in four aspects: First is on the aim of
ethnographic writing; second is on what kind of audience the ethnography is targeted; third is
on the content of the ethnographic writing; forth is on the strategies of ethnographic writing.
All these are for the purpose of providing enlightenment for contemporary ethnographic writing
in China. The paper argues that based upon the ethnographic fieldwork the indigenous
ethnographic writing should take its long history of the past (such as the local gazetteer,
historic records, etc. ) into consideration for better understanding of the present.
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