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Transitivity analysis of the pseudo-hero’s battle in Pincher Martin

WANG Menglan, GAO Lina
(College of Foreign Languages, Chuzhou University, Chuzhou 239001, Anhui, China)

Abstract: Transitivity , a key reflection of the ideational function in Systemic Functional Grammar
(SFC), is used in analyzing the drowning experience of Pincher Martin, the main character of the book
Pincher Martin. It aims at showing with language evidence that Martin’s death is destined despite his
battle which seems to be brave. This process analysis is based on parts excerpted from three stages
divided according to Martin’s experience in the sea. Although the participants of the processes are
diversified, they all provide evidence for the pseudo-hero’s efforts of Martin. The author Golding
skillfully manipulated words and sentences to conceal the underlying theme, which coincides with
Halliday’s “meaning potential”. A combination of SFC and literature texts can offer objective and
reasonable language evidence for the intuition arising during the process of reading.
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Table 1 Types and quantities of processes in three stages
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Table 2 Analysis of the material process

WS FEH H A5 K A7) )
. 1) He lifted his head
body parts /himself/ .
he . 2) He pulled himself up
unknown things . o
3) He hit solidarity
Koy 4
. . 1) They moved him forward over the hard
circumstantial ) )
Martin/rock things
elements )
2) It was thrusting the Safety Rock forward

1) He swam grimly, forcing his arms through-:-reaching forward

he/body parts ) ) .
2) His legs kicked and swung sideways

A Kk . . 1) The nearer part of the wave would rise up, tripped and angry., would roar.

circumstantial

swell forward
elements ) )
2) It wriggled like a seal on a rock
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Table 3 Analysis of the psychological process
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he JR&512%) (saw) without comprehension that the green water was no longer empty

(glimpsed)a black tendril of lightning
the eye (JBHIZE)
(began to think) swimming motions

. . (felt) himself picked up and away from the limpets, reversed, tugged, thrust down
he GAFI2%)

into weed and darkness
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Table 4 Analysis of the relational process of belonging mode
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fire(excitement) low
he dreadful
mouth open
solidarity terrible/apocalyptic/merciless/mother of panic/unavoidable
rock larger/not clearer/blunted/smooth trifle among them/pock in a whirlpool of water/
wave an army at the rock
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He began to mutter.

“Shelter. Must have shelter. Die if I Don’t.”
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There was a half-light, a storm light.

There was a recognizable noise away beyond the waves and in the clouds.

There were branches of the black lightning over the sky.
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There were green forces around him, growing in strength to rob--:

There was a redness pulsing in front---

There was yellow and brown---
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