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Research and reflection on the localized existence

motivations of the localized loanword “science”
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Abstract: Many loanwords introduced into modern Chinese have different existence motivations
due to differences in translation forms. Some of them have been converted from the original
direct transliteration into the localized expressions, while others still retain the direct
transliteration form. After excluding some foreign features, the loanwords modified according
to the motivation of word formation of modern Chinese are obviously distinguished from
loanwords in translation methods and existence motivations. This paper started from the
etymological development and internal structure of loanwords, and compared existence
motivation of the loanword “science” with those of purely transliterated loanwords, and
analyzed the unique motivation for “science” to be converted into localized expression so as to
provide reference for the development mode of loanwords after being introduced into China.
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