WA F R RS 32 5% 54,2020 410 A
Journal of Zhejiang University of Science and Technology

Vol. 32 No. 5, Oct. 2020

doi: 10.3969/j. issn. 1671-8798. 2020. 05. 012

EYEENZFFEERINET

I%‘*‘ki

G TR 2 B 2207 5 4 Lo e . BTN 310023)

B OE: U RN — BT AR 1T 58 48 B 2 00 J P AR LK T A% B AR OB 4 T 2 B 2 XS IR AT A A
PR ARROCRA B . O 7 S 0 b S R 5 A o) R 3 ok 38 85 1 Uk DA AT R PR R IR R S A M R R R M &
TE 24 AT B 85 32 T Ak R0 0o B AR B BT B R #h SE RN 52 3 . AR TR AL 28 U 2 2 a0 T A 2 IR R A X
Gy AR B AT AN AH S IER A T — 4 WA ELEH WA A A A B AT & AT - i B IR SR AT
TEAF L, JE T T4 H X A g B Y LR R 0T T A T L A R R R A R 5 Y B R LR R —
AT B TH R B B AR R AR ) R A G A A PR 2 T PR SRR IR 5 A MO AT AT A O & BRI 5 A

A 47 0 AH 56
KA BN AL U s A W B SR AR s 4 B HLME
FE4SEE: Foll XEkARER: A XEHE: 1671-8798(2020)05-0401-07

Inspirations of biological rationality to rational assumption of economics

HUI Fengting
(School of Economics and Management, Zhejiang University of Science

and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: Economists have been consistently devoted to improving the explanatory validity of
economics to individual behavior by formalizing and ameliorating rational assumption, however, the
improvement turns out to be limited. To explore a new solution, by using deductive reasoning, this
paper started from analyzing the basic construction of rational assumption, and sorted out the
economists’ efforts to supplement and ameliorate rational assumption. Evolutionary economics has
attempted to ameliorate rational assumption by borrowing the biological metaphors and rule, leaving
the question why individuals have to conduct economic behavior unanswered, and leaving its
explanatory validity still at issue, just as orthodox economics has done. Accordingly, an understanding
of “biological rationality” was proposed for economics by using evolution rules directly to reconstruct

rational assumption of economics, arguing that biological rationality consists of fundamental rationality
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and economic rationality, equivalent to why and how individual behave respectively, which may
improve the explanatory validity from a new perspective.
Keywords: rational assumption; evolutionary economics; biological rationality; fundamental

rationality; economic rationality
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