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A survey of German learning motivation of students in
Sino-German cooperative education program
—A case study of Chinese-German Institute of Engineering of

Zhejiang University of Science and Technology

ZHAO Qianli

(Chinese-German Institute of Engineering, Zhejiang University of Science

and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: In order to explore the German learning motivation of students from the cooperative
education programs of Chinese and German applied universities and its main incentive and
disturbing factors, the observation of diachronic changes and the cross-grade questionnaires
were conducted on German learning motivation of the freshmen in the Chinese-German Institute

of Engineering, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology. The results show that the first
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half of the freshman semester is the key stage for the formation and internalization of German
learning motivation, and more than half of the participants agree with the “instrumental use”-
attribute of German; the main incentive factors of German learning motivation are the effective
guidance of German teachers and the requirement of language skills for professional courses,
while professional learning becomes an important disturbing factor because of its competitive
relationship with German learning in time allocation. The results of the survey provide some
reference for the practice of German teaching concept of “strengthening application and serving
majors” in the framework of the cooperative education programs of Chinese and German applied
universities,
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factors; motivation internalization; applied talents
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