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New road of feminist film narration

—Deconstructing visual pleasure with female images

CHENG Yongyan', HE Jialin®
(1. School of Humanities, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023,
Zhejiang, China; 2. Beijing Bolei Media Culture Co. Ltd. , Beijing 100020, China)

Abstract: Owing to lack of discourse power in traditional films, female images have been losing
the dominant position and have presented a monotonous and unified characteristic. In order to
explore the importance of female images in feminist films, two dimensions of this subject were
examined on the basis of Mulvey’'s Feminist Film Theory by exemplifying Dance, Girl, Dance
and Lady Bird : on one side, how female images have dominated film narration by feminist
coming-of-age story; on the other side, how female images and their relationships have broken
the patriarchal order. It expounded how the unconsciousness of a patriarchal society has
influenced traditional films and how feminist films have deconstructed visual pleasure with

narration. It is concluded that female images, as the core element of feminist film narration,
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have opened up a new road for the narration of feminist films by deconstructing visual pleasure.

Keywords: feminist film narration; female images; deconstruction; visual pleasure
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Lady Bird: I wish you liked me.
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Marion: Of course, I love you.

TR SR RER,

Lady Bird: But do you like me?

fafE /N EREIRERETD?

Marion: I want you to be the very best version that you can be.

WG KA LRERARTWECT,

Lady Bird: What if this is the best version?
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