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Mixed use and competition of synonymous measure

words “zhuang” and “dong”

WU Lifan, HU Yunwan

(School of Humanities, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract; In modern Chinese, the synonymous measure words “zhuang” and “dong” are often
mixed in the use of quantifying buildings. Based on the investigation into their synchronic
distribution and diachronic evolution, it is found that “zhuang” is distinctly a written-style
measure word alive in Wu dialect, while “dong” is a neutral measure word in other dialects, as
a result of which both words inherit their historical status. At present, “zhuang” and “dong”
are in a state of competition: when labeling buildings, “zhuang” occupies a dominant position in
the Wu dialect area; in newspapers and other media written language, “zhuang” has a
comparative advantage in the Wu dialect area but an obvious disadvantage in non-Wu dialect

areas, from areas of Mandarin to Hunan dialect, Jiangxi dialect and Cantonese, as challenged
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by strong competition of “dong”; in colloquial Chinese, “zhuang” is overwhelmingly replaced
by “dong” in some cases for language contact, even in the Wu dialect area, as the advantage of
“dong” has been increasingly prominent. Restricted by their competitive relationship and their
lexical features neglected by language subject, the mixed use of “zhuang” and “dong” will
continue for a long time.

Keywords: measure words of “zhuang” and “dong”; mixed use of words; language contact;

language competition; diachronic evolution
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Table 1 Regional distribution of “zhuang” and “dong”
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Table 2 Top 20 cities about frequency ratio of “zhuang”and “dong”

gl HEK R AR
2% S5 52.13
Sl R 40. 80
= it 22.04
b AL 1B 17. 29
i R 14.73
M [EnfzEs 13. 30
B fages 12.59
T i) 12.37
T LN NEaT 11. 47
Hf | ] 15 9. 30
i B 8.62
= HiE 8. 00
M VLB 7.75
Lt Rif 7.40
i 7K R 7.34
%= [EnfzEs 7.31
=8 fagis 6.78
FE Pi B 6. 25
e bAR( NESTT 6.20
=0 [iE] 15 6.15

IR SN SN § Y & NER TG N TN N AT S URERT NG £ ER TN L) N ER R I
) DX, 80 00 LA 1 3 T A 08 A ARRC HE /N T 0.5, MR (8 R A A T e T Y R L X
CHECHRTIVECE R T AT 15 AT —F E A =2 —/N T 0.5, BRI A R AR R A



312 W TR 22 B 2 R %3345

RSO SE, PEEU EK H SE R S A R EOR . BB BT 0.5 % 1.5 H bk
i B SRR T | 2 BT P BRI e L et SRS E 24
L2 B R RE S

It 360 ARG E, Goit a7 MR TAE 11 S 7 R R 3 OCHETCHRY A W AR S A
E/‘Jﬁiﬁﬁ}/@iﬁ s S fﬁ%”“ﬁﬁ”ﬂ’\]%ﬁlﬁﬁiﬁfﬁ%ﬁﬁ SEWFE 3, Table 3 Written style distribution of
e 3AlHEWT I L F A S, BE— &Rk, B “zhuang” and “dong”

VOB UL A 2 50 R O BUACEY 5 W U o e skl IRIRARE PPRIBIC Wb B K

. . N ; . L. BRIeiR WL 3.75
Hp“ ﬁ”j:'jlﬁ'zf \I‘J:\/—‘E\ /ﬁ;<|§] EE’ /ﬁ\: =
AW R LERUIRETR AT RS H L .
DX B30 B 0 0 P B L SR IR R AR . L HATT S e 3% 0.59
“BETHHRAETIE SRRSO E RS CMEEREX KEM fingea 0.57
Y MR S L A AR B P H 4 ol 0.20
5 A AR B S TR 4% MG T R R 1 ﬁfgm fi o
R, EPEE S RERY TRERRERRTEE— BB T4 AL i 013
HF 4904 103,309 fi & 3% A7 5 M M. 3 rmmmim 0.10
W BERRIE AN DL RAIE XN L B CETRALLIE R B X Sy M AR J"HR 0.06
T SEIK RPN BOE B TR0 R sy OHRAK B 0.05
AN T DK R NI AR TR RN TE LR 4
R4 TR DB R A
Table 4 Colloquial style distribution of “zhuang” and “dong”
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Fig. 1 Semantic change of “zhuang” and “dong”
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Table 5 Presentation of “zhuang” in documents
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Table 7 Presentation of “dong” in documents

Ak A5 i ] 1E#H T AR X, MR R X

CFF R A W ) 1652 4E i 5 J5 LA B O 3 R st B RRETEE R
oL D 1717 4 % IARES [ U] R A

(BHs) 1719 4 AT WA PR PN e i) AR T
CEEAEZNIE) 1808 4§ Wi TLI5 75 M 7L A < FR o A

(BAZE) 1891 4f AT A Ficye: Jeae T < B A

(BB Ay 1916 4 T 1 4% iR WwE . H A B FRELVE B /DR R
(RHEFEL) 1920 4 BT VY- Ny:: ) R
(=1ThED 1943 4§ AR I A DI TR A B RETRK By
(AR RE FEBA A R R R

A 3 st 002 BRI o 1A SRy T i) S B P 3 o A A A Y 2 I — A S R ] S A 5 e T
(Y FRHE 556 F H OB LTS RIS » S ATE i BRI A 5t ) B4 O RS Jmy 70 o4 R L B AR . AT
SR R B B e AR R A B S B D E ). 1) AR DO SR E B, DURE A
T L Pl S ARz W Z A e T T A T DL R A S TR IR T AR

P e g AL SR AR R TR R T4 K0 T 96 R
B SCHE— 45 R R W30S 28 5P 3 0t 1 S 1A AS T 53 R i
AR I 8 M VL SRR A ) BP0 4000 15 15 S0P O 5 A A L

W7 o PR 5% 1 DX B Ay i A O ) R )R I BRI B B EROR b X IE S R 4
J5 R AL R RUE i o KB B AT LAHR O R R Ol AR . IS Sk R R R K SO A5 1 3
R D UL, 5 R A AT L WO I — R A (— AR ) 7 — AR (— R A RD 7,

PRI i R 20 RN 1 58 30 285 B0 D) o RNV B T 1) R SR 22 B R TR HR 24 R L AR e 3 R e
W R AE N A A IE ] AR R R VLM R T R G LA BB MR . AT Y R
P A B ) MR IR Y O S DX PR AR YT X b R B R R, M S
7 DI TR 824 A ) 38 | V9 37 DX I ™ 5 A (o P A0 o3 22 BE 45 /N IR S 5
3.3 BB EZAERGTHAEMRE

U b 2O s )Y S A L WA RS TV LR S O R R A g L AT L R
A i e MR AKX A B X 3 4 b XA R ) R S 0 . YR DX A i)
R R G R AR R A N D B Bl L i AR A O S IR HE A R VB E T E X IE S R4
B LER T,

50) 55 — MR/ AT B E KRBT, (B ARIMED

SDEMRAM-LE ., (CREILED



5430 BR AL L 2 ] SO 3R] R S MR R IR S 5 317

A R A LI 2 5 s S BUAE 0 A TR R R b SRR T P S LR AR
BOAE A o WG LA AT 22 P 1) i 7 s J38 7 A B o A 000 » GO 5 R B OR e A A A . BEE
T S S 5 A AR G Y A FE KR AL AR T e R A T I A AR S E R e
TPRIEX . SHHEmOEEAE IR 705 ILHE T3 X 875 087 AL T 45 52 4R S
FOESHETR R C R R ERE B R PR TR E X R TR . A
VB P b R KA i DR R R T S SR T S R I S TR R A RS — i RE AR AR AR R B
UE TR AT o 1 R B 8 A AR % o — BT ) R 1 ol P A 8 BBk AT ol Y DX 2 iR S
PR Sl SR AT 114 ) T I A 0 D I A O R ah 2% SRR U R I T ST T T
SIS TR RS R s RTRAS 2L A TR T L T E A R SO T X! R RO AN LR S
WEFE 2B B TE IR LR . T BOE 5 S bR A% 19 B . AW a% 51 3+ 23 A7 ] SC3a) 1 JE i - T
18 FRRAE PR 3 6 A 2 09 2 A o A B 3O A 2 () S T TR T A S 22 3 A

e

(1] E LSRR E S DF 58 F7 1) M g 48 25 AR LB W M. 7 . Jb T 7 55 B 4348, 2017,

(2] ®FEamiEZ 4. FEIMI. 6 RE. L . L &E 43 H AL . 2009,

(3] Wi 45 BN 1548 gm0 B IR LM, 3 B, JB3T « i 45 ER 1548, 2015,

(4] R BEFE. DUE UL L4 i “ MR 5 e L) ). 7 P B U 98 2 B 2 42 , 2016, 33(4) : 98.

(5] 528 8. [A) SR SCIA) i LA TR R LT ). b K22 4 (B 24k S22 RO . 2015,52(3) 1 177.

(6] ¥4 B, ALatifi M@ s )] i85 Mg It . 2019(6) : 69.

(7] BRIGHE  TEERE. DUE 5 5 738 X a8 (0 7 i i A8 5 3L 43 A (. 38 STHF5E . 2020(2) - 30.

(8] VL4 fgE. DT s A 5% 2 o A 37 1A 22 5 [0 . 78 5 S8 R 2 302 B 22 4, 2020 (1)« 3.

(9]  SAm#. 15 AR SR A LT ] DUEFSE . 2019(4) 1 4.

(101 W2 M. NS T, i [ 5% 00 2 A R 0 Bl 00 ) ) i AR A9F 5 A B e AL S I L) ). 3 v B 2 B 2 3R, 2018,
30(4) :296.

[11] P EET REAY TRRRERZR TG, thEE S 4 4i ILEB/OL]. [2021-06-01]. https: //zhongguoyuyan. cn/.

(12]  AEHribrse. IG5 s 5 L Aeis & 2 im de LML dboe . i 53 P 43 iR 2 B b 5t 24 ], 2011303,

(18] ¥4, wiSChg LM, B 3T VL35 3 4 At L 2001,

[14]  FPEFHE. 205 m WA 22 W WF 5[ D). L A2 7R ITE K24, 2013.

[15] T8k SRR 5 G WiE LKL B &4 ,2011(10) :116.

(161 (P EESLIGE A, thEES LM 2 M. dbat: s B @5 Tl Ak, 1986:112.

(17] ZFEFW. BT AR UL ] SMEHE 5 H158,2016.,48(2) : 218,

(18]  WRAJE. Wiy g ims )], X4 ,1963(7) :12.

(197 mhEEMS. BIARDUE A B (M. Kb 5 154t . 2008 :156.

[20] 2%, ST BH LS S CFO MO db st 7 45 B0 4348 2010.

[21] kR4, g R H #7501 97 & ,200001) 6.

[22] #olpaFeE. B8 RS ST R I8 & M & BT AP Be3s 3. KL% AR . 2021(2) : 101.

(23] 18 M. EOEHCA SR80 .3 2 8 it 4l vh B A% 2 LM, J6 5T S0 AL, 2010 10,



