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Blooming of sentiments and personality: Literary narration

in Hemingway’s Spanish Civil War Dispatches

HE Xiaocong

(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: From 1937 to 1938, Hemingway went to Spain, reported on Spanish Civil War and
produced his masterpiece of journalism— Hemingway’s Spanish Civil War Dispatches, known

as “novelistic journalism” or “novelistic dispatches”.

Both the warfare and Hemingway’s
sympathy for the Anti-Fascist Camp were real and needed authentic representation. To this
end, Hemingway successfully attained the goal: while reporting honestly, he released his
sentiments in an overt or covert manner, unrestrained by genre. The approaches he adopted
such as the literary featured language, the dual structured metaphor and narrating from shifting

angles, manifested individuality in his writing style. His authentic sentiments and writing
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personality bloomed in those dispatches, credited as “particularly powerful” chapters and his
first non-perplexed works, which not only witnessed the bloody warfare, but also marked the
author’s important step out of the lost generation.

Keywords: Hemingway; Spanish Civil War dispatches; literary technique
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