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Analysis of neologisms and new meanings in
context of combating COVID-19
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Abstract: A large number of neologisms and new meanings have emerged in the context of
combating COVID-19. Exploring these neologisms and new meanings is conducive to more
scientific and reasonable use of new words and phrases in response to major emergencies,
enhancing the expression effect, and improving social influence and recognition. Firstly,
neologisms and new meanings that have emerged since the outbreak of the pandemic were
collected and classified. Secondly, causes of the new pragmatic phenomena were studied in
depth. Statistical results show that the new phenomena in the context of combating COVID-19
involve technical terms, newly coined words and new uses of old words, network language
slogans and posters, and can be traced to four aspect of background of social environment,
internal motivation of language, development of information media, transformation of discourse
subject. The phenomena of neologisms and new meanings in the pandemic have achieved sound

social benefits and pragmatic effects. To summarize and analyze these phenomena has
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theoretical and practical value for the contemporary language application.

Keywords: neologisms and new meanings; pragmatic features; pragmatic interpretation
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Table 3 New use of old words in the context of combating COVID-19
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Table 4 Network language in the context of combating COVID-19
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Table 5 Slogans and posters in the context of combating COVID-19
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