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On English and Chinese metaphors from perspective
of cognitive linguistics

WEI Li-sun
(College of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Chinese Medical University, Hangzhou 310053, China)

Abstract; Cognitive linguistics proposes that metaphor not only is a special way of language
use, but practically functions as an access of human beings to the unknown world. Hence the
three-dimensional organism of metaphor combined with language, way of thinking and culture.
The study on the similarities and differences between English and Chinese metaphors can
simultaneously be carried on based on the cognitive features of metaphors. The generative idea
and the language structure of metaphors are the same; while different cultures bring about the
differences between metaphors.
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%] 1 T'm feeling up.

1] 2 My spirits rose.
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%] 9 A good sailor is not known when the sea is calm and water is fair.
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%] 12 When it is fine weather, mend your sail.
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