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Abstract: In addition to oral language there are other ways of communication, such as nod-
ding, shaking head, smiling, frowning, shrugging and so on, which are very commonly used to-
gether with oral language for expressing one’s ideas and feelings. This kind of means of communi-
cation is called non-verbal communication. The body language can be considered as the most im-
portant constituent of non-verbal communication of the Japanese nation. Based on an analysis of the
Japanese body language and its origin, this paper is intended to arouse the concern ot this specific
means of communication among the Japanese learners and those involved in intercultural communi-
cation with the Japanese.
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