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Polysemous Comparison of the Words “Hand” in English
and “Shou” in Chinese

Y AN Shuang
(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, China)

Abstract: A case study of the polysemous structure between the English word “hand” and its
Chinese correspondence “shou” is reported, and it is concluded that the distributions of their sense
groups are essentially similar, and their sense groups extend in a way combining both radiation and
concatenation. These senses form a multi-centered polysemy network via metonymy or metaphor.
The network of this basic human body word proves that men, although using different languages,
share the same thinking method in their semantic and cognitive extension. This also throws new
light on polysemy teaching and learning. |
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