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On Vague Meaning and Translation of Numerals
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Abstract: The translation of numerals in literary works or daily use is discussed on the basis of
pragmatic equivalence, culture and context. Numerals in both English and Chinese are used as a
rhetorical device of exaggeration to make the language expression more vivid, effective and force-
ful. Because of this pragmatic equivalence, a lot of numerals can be translated literally. But if there
are cultural differences it will be better to use free translation. Sometimes both literal and free translations
may work, but so far as the specific context is concerned, it is better to use one of them.
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BiFEE ., HAEENEMES P E RARERSE—ME
BENES &, KPHFZEAERM TR
# 6§ F 1 & X (denotation meaning) , ifj H & B
7 FH [F B9 He 2= Y (connotation meaning) 315 i &
¥ (pragmatic meaning), WHENFHFIES PO
W=Ju B CTFUEA B TR AR R,
ZERARRE-FEME L., BEN, A TEELET
JESCHY R AR L, iR B —Fn“pp L B ROR , B Al
RFEEOAE T,
1.1 ENBHRZ"HEMELRERE

FERNBWAEST P, HIE0="% % Mk EE
“&7, [BREEHRFRD”. B TXASCLAEE
HEFE IR, B E A BRI ERE. .

5l 1 He is a three-bottle man.

BRI = HABZ A

1 2 When three know it, all know it.

=AM, K TR,

#l3 =MREE.HE—-TEER.

% X : Three cobblers with their wits combined

surpass Zhuge Liang, the master mind the wisdom

of the masses exceeds that of the wisest individual.

B4 =HBANEERR.

1% :look like three parts a human and seven
parts a ghost

L4 g, 1 Bl 2 B E P BUAC = R R
RITEG, 7 3 Bl 4 BRIUGETERMEL. HPF 1
H§“three”RAR“E”, M 2 57 #)“ three” 721X ~4)
FIE S PO BOA R B A E T 89 “all”IE T L, &
AT BRI - ERREFLNAMET . £X
FTHAGBME T EEEBMEZ R AEEZ,
X F6 3 RO =", FEHOA S R TR
MEXC HEHEAAROBEEREREIEZ
RLBHAZHE R BOXEN =" ERIEE”
maEeA", fl 4w =" N dE 7, 55 @8
“EEMXTE,RIACERERTBRATMERR. X
GRS R AR E (1R EiF T 2 N T 6E, BRiE
T RSO E S, R E T R SCHY XU » AT HERA b
B3R T RICHHE .
1.2 BXEBFAHEELEEBE

SRR R AERE RO LR R TR
B, G AR A o 3, Rtk B b
AR B4R B

{5l 5 A stitch in time saves nine.

B3 —: R AE—4T, W DL JUEf .

B MRS, KR RZE .

tle FRAZE. AFATEAT.
(&AM

3% 3. What tortuous mountain path Green

(#F8,

Mud Ridge faces! Around the top we make nine
turns each hundred paces.

Bl 5 HpiE—KRRAEE, WEX R AEE.
BENAWERTEE BHRTEAGER TEX
MR M E W TR, M EE DT TR
X RERTEREXNR”. BREENTHRE
WL BRI EIE A FRE T BB, A aRiAE
“CRR LTS AT S K BR B bk BB SCF R 0. #A
ALK (RS B MG EEE A EMNE R FEX R i<
B B3R 2 FR IR S B b EE RS &
GEEHE MM ERT RERZIET EAZEN
A, NTTSE 3R TR S A E AR ST .

L3 ZNEFH" BT REFHNEME
NEREBEF

ENHMESPHRERAH. BT RE
FEEN—MERMNEEFR, REBIBEFTREMN
SHERME” WA BRFEL FEEE
HAE SR EH. XHEAXSEEFEEEENE
FHER URR RO # R .

5] 7 You act like you grew ten inches in the night,

EX ML - ZEERE T 2%,

il 8 WEFEL HEETFER, CRZFED

% ;Generals laid down their lives in a hun-
dred battles;

And valiant soldiers returned after ten years’
service.

] 9 I told the kid a hundred times to be
careful with the car, so when I saw him come back
with the front all bashed in, I tell you I was mad
enough to tear my hair.

FXRAT BRI ERBETF - BENALIF
E UMK BRMAF R ELELLBERT B,
AHERIEELR.

#5] 10 A thousand mile trip begins with one step.

B:TEZAT.MTET.

fl1l RERMHLAR TEBEEEk.
CGEQ,CREm»

7 ¥ : Heaven has made us talents, we are not
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made in vain. A thousand gold coins spent, more
will turn up again.

] 12 A hundred years should go to praise

Thine eyes, and on thy forehead gaze;

Two hundred to adore each breast,

But thirty thousand to the rest; (An-
drew Marvell, To His Coy Mistress)

FXREA-BEMELREE

TR BRI , BERAR BB E 5
B R IR AR R BR A
HAMGER=ZANEL,

#1113 ME=TE.KE-TF. GKHUETHTFD

X : Homesick three thousand miles away,

Shut in deep palace twenty years.

ETOIT A B S
“SE SRR TR R R
“RE”CZBRYVCBREFEEFEAEL. BT
XEHREENFHRESTRHFEELMEREX
Se N &, ORI E L, AMUERHIE S T R30H
BEX,MABRERMLRT B E M 8
B TR AR, R ERERE T A KR
BB rIfER .

2 BEAMETHEHBIKREASEE

AR —TERSE TS E R SCOR R
MEAEEEAHMSE, BENEEEEREARR
MIEEREAEARARSEAEDY . SEGAk R, R H
MIESSAHMFHRRRE. AR REEAE
SR Y SR ) B 48 B B R, DU B A S
B SCIGHFAE , i AT AR e Az .

2.1 HAMEARFEE

A e IEE SO B B S BT A B B R Y
RIEXAEN B H — T8 i 20 H e
BB H BB P AFFERE TS SHENUMERE,
BRI AT L% 4, B R 45 B B300R 89 JF ik AT B
B, A EE TR REGRS B LR R — A
EMRAENERE.

2.1.1 #E“KxTHELALSE EXTE
ER"BRT ERERIBEL Z7 24 B &7 — Mg
BB R EHERN, SR L B AR oy
“RE=1" . HETHRGRAR EELHREHRZ
HERER”. AN TUEFIFE AT R & R
HAEHRMFHREXAEL BERTEM LR, HA

SCEETH R R Z LURRIE S, R Bz R
R ORNENZE O RBR R RN EZE R
B CORNMIERCEAE. RRHERXHRERA
BORAAY S IEEIR R T . FIEPRBOACNTHE
AR AR AL, EiFES M LR E LI,
B RS BB B . MO F AR EOE R,
Heg CEEMF SR, WERN ANE=ZT"BEN
“downtown area”; “B 575 H 7 #1F 5 “to be with
child/to be pregnant”; “7x& %" Bi% H “lottery”;
“INETBIE R “state B universe”; “ANETEIIE R
“all one’s relatives and friends” ;7N %& " #1155 “the
domestic animals”; “7S# 7 B 1E 5 “state of mind”,
2.2 #HA“LTHELALSIE “LUEFRIEBX
FERTERER, RAARBEL, THiEE”,
WA MR, Mo EEEN WIFA R T A2, 8L
FERT AR AR R AR, W

] 14 He was in the seventh heaven last night.

B ABRERRBEERET . IR

BESC A RERR R AR T . (GEHS)

#i] 15 Keep a thing seven years and you will
find a use for it.

FXAEWAREE, BERERT. G

X CARWUME, BSIREESE. GE#)

i 16

BEIER/NROFHTEY EER)

BB — B M FE Y GE#D

—J7 T, P E A T e 2 B R AR SE VB
AE—-E. F—FHE.EFHREFT“ELEXR"X—
Wik, AT RAEEER E-LER"HMIE S X,
BT LAG 14 F B9 58 — Fh B i3 Al BE = W 3 iR g O it
REBRSE T ™, ANE I, B 58 — M B IRALH 12 “in the
seventh heaven” MR EE X EEFRE LK. I,
EIFF R L7 — - R EE] B 4 1A R E A R,
] R ER A —FOERE S B YRK A —Bada”,
in bl 15, B3R TR 4 B — Bt [ an - AR
16, PUE BA X 7 R Bk, W08 3 i B 9% & 3 Fh S04k
25, Bk A RRHOA , BB W M R BF W
%60 15 f 16 F 58 —FiIRRMHIL X FHEREER
MEHHERESHEK.
2.1.3 HIA“N7HELBLEEF POIRER
WAL P AT E— TR “MEHE.H
B8 A R R A — T, A0TSR R . R EGA
TR AR SO PR & B R Y R SCAL R

seven/nine days’ wonder
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Mo WMPEFHOIEBE AT EE SR RE
BB . WA AR - R E R, T, B
FEIATERM L ER T LAY, TTEIR
BEL”, WM FEESE"E, MREWR AN
Y RREN N IEEHREENFEH £
THRANER/NER"E. Mk, HEERN—HK
EEHARAE. EREESSBERZGIER
. B, BRe —MRAEFER. W: ERTHY
“RAZ %" EF N “the emperor”; “JUIN” 8 & A
“China”; “JLE X/JLE =7 B ¥ 24 “the highest
heavens” H,“the ninth heaven i, A AHHIEFE L 1
BE 4 M “the seventh heaven” B9 iE ¥ 3z I # “ the
ninth heaven "M E B , ERALENRBE. 5 —H
. RFTH LA A SRR UEE X,
MR R R E KRR E Z % /) 8R4 “cloud
nine ”, MR “IEF T M, HEM Y TUEF RN
Br”, ARGIUEZE R, BiEM I RAEE
B S FBOAMG W L ERED . A IEGE
FERT T LLA KM AT LS, o AT 2R oK w4
“A 0t bR E 16 5 “nine days’ wonder” § f)
“nine” BIRE “BF Al Z " . TUIE P WA ME L,
iR EARRE EFEAE M L EEFED.
2.1.4 HEpERRAESEF REMBRAEL
ERAWENRE SR, NEMNFIEz—MESR
HEHHAESREE AN FERREMEZHNEY.
AR RERRRE L R FEREMREE
R FE B i =ik R SR ik B RO S S SR 15 R
FES. mE-E/ AN mHEAAT, EmEAS, R
=R - =E=TREDE—-=1 -7
F. XHMREMRAEERETHIESFERL
& BEMAERARE. RIBEY TR, GETD
BAEM X AEREBEXGEFRAE LR LN, B#
M . B E R RE AR RE A 4 BE S
“mixed/assorted”; “multicolored/ colorful”; “all direc-

» N 3 “

tions/ all quarters”;“dubious/shady”; “a narrow escape

“

share equally among
three persons”., R Z IR, XL Y B e v (15 B
A LA B R AR TR DUE PR W SRR K
AR, DUE A A R AR B L R A W
A F T REE. Y Take forty winks, 7iE R
“FiRiEE—2 L 3T B L. 75 2 talk eighteen to
the dozen” % & “{i A< 1, BE B ” £ ; 38 “the eleventh
hour” 3 A “B JE 0 2745 .

from death”; “neat and quick”;

2.2 HEHRABFE

FURIAEREMIES P ERARRE AN
ok & S, AR A IE T B S 8GR, T B B
BiaskRAF —1F L. BiEs, —RAEHRE X3
S5 A IR U s MR , BR0E I ORI AT BE L FEHAE XL
Fikk. W

] 17 A million thanks!

BEIC AR /T R )

fil 18 Filig k4,

UEZPN -
AL FEAEHT
MPELE, HRERTALED

X : A hundred mountains and no bird,

A thousand paths without a footprint,
A little boat, a bamboo cloak,
An old man fishing in the cold river

snow. (Bynner i&)

19 TEITEHEEAE, ALGALACTE,
(FEQ AFWHERESE D)

X : The footpath meanders 'mid a thousand
crags in the vale, I'm lured by rocks and flowers
when the day turns pale.

20 RE—-TATL S HKERBEM.
(FEQ AW RES B

¥ : Mount Heaven’s Terrace, five hundred
thousand feet high, Nearby to the southeast, ap-
pears crumbled down.

FE P RR R EZEE, R H A (mil-
lion)”3X A~ 17, H I 15 75 3 35 A IR & St 4 ST 48 T
AR S+ Z A" WAEIE . TUEFRET7ZEA
WO ERAERREIREZ S WEHZ  BEZER
SEEMIE G MEEFPRA A" XANE, ERE R
XK A, E B “ten thousand” BT iE K F ik, #
HIEPROE T KRR E L BEREX N
AL EIERERCTXAE. WGEFRCTTRYOR”
ZE—RER.UEBEERENE . MEEFUR
“BUHMCTFURERKEBEREMBERE. BF
B, — MR OB A X 48 B R 0 AR B0, il 17 45
18 BBEESCRT/R . (BT F0“ 07 A DUE ARE 2R 1L o
WEFEROERT . EENEEE“T"E T, 8
BFERPEE A ) BiE] “ thousand” 5% #4448 1F “ thou-
sands of/thousands upon thousands of”, iiff 19 fF
N TEB 20 o, @ T &AL B IGERE A R, i
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TR SERT, B BB B A M T R R
TR TE P ARA N BE IR, B LA
ORI AT T s, SR R B R TR S8
ERMEER, FERE T FEI—E XA, fR
MERBAEEXHHE.

o0 P A 2 5T 0] ) B R A R RLE A
RAERREER. R AERHMENEY,
BiFEnt, FEEEHREMMES POE T SH, XE
F B E R AR, B NAF& 4 B B0iE S SUILFFLE
WEHERIFRIAGERME, W% s $oim g
MEGALHFTERE. I0“at sixes and sevens” A, “FLL
SN “six of the one and half a dozen of the other” 1
“MF AFS”; “a thousand and one” AT HH I
“have one over the eight” 3% “FF3-LHI/\f8”;“Once
bitten, twice shy” ¥ “—EAMER, THEMHIR";“=
LB n two minds”;“= B 517732 A, Think
twice before doing something”;“+ £ JLE "% M, “ten to
one” ; “F 2+ E"EFER “to the nines”%E,

3 BREEEMNBAIMENER

oA FiERZH TER, REIERRERNT .
B iR AT, B4R B H0A B R EGALE B4 £ ORI Z B R
EHENETENER . A FEERETXENSE
BERAFwG. 0.

f 21
hour than a wise man can answer in seven years,

FCBARMN S BELEERE.

] 22 She’s dressed up to the nines for some

A fool may ask more questions in an

grand party.

BT REFTERESMENSIERY
B,

#l2s BEX—KEEEAERBELHE.
(BB (KRN

%3 : Turning her head, she smiled so sweet
and full of grace

That she outshone in six palaces the fairest face.

Feif v BB A7 B R FRAE M Bt TLE A
WRERE XEELG®RE, HEHFERENE
WA, 21 DLEE R E A TR 1 /NedFn 7 T
B —Fp At A BB B, EIFEE R R ) F IR
RO, [R) B A R H [ 53 2R A b /) o A 7 Y
RS, # 22 4,318 K 15 “to the nines” #1 Y F 1 iE
FRIIE T2+ E" B E P A B “dressed up to

the nines” N E R BIUE“ITH B+ TF", A RMB
L, 20E RS ERARERE B ER"Z
NEHFREHRAE. MEH 234,575
“ATRRZIEIE B — B R AR R iR, B
EXFEEXABFELOLBARBESRE-—MER
HNZEFRAE X EE, 0 BOE N EH I #Om R
B A T B R g 554, 3k B A H0A E T LU ROE
EF BUAS BB ROA , BT SR H ok,
BHEEICITE LT/ EERES /A8 W
WP, FHEAET TR M AR TR
T=+.%E%%& W. J. F. Jenner XA HF,
¥ f7 “This gave the idiot such a fright that he
shrank three inches. ”, A “="ZEWNFHIEF
FEAMEZHE S EFELTEEEXED
THIEFEM X ER KBRS R, BRI
W I AL B BOIR) 3 47 B iE, B 4E “shrank three inches
"PE A “shrank back ", RGHEME, BH X B
EHRER EFAURESEZERULANMEFHAY
HRGENT = . A EHEEEX HIFENEM.

4 & iE

PO FIRE B R B — B iR ELA AR F #09E 3
REAE N B A AT R, (0 T AL K
M, TR 2 o 0 1 2 B0V B My SRR R LR R AR
AL B R R R . (H X R R AR Y, AR
BEESIEE PN, HENAS A S R EEE,
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