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Cognitive mechanisms involved in creative exploitation of
idiomatic expressions in advertisements

HE Qiong
(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang A & F University, Lin’an 311300, China)

Abstract: The paper is based on the cognitive mechanisms involved in the creative
exploitation of idiomatic expressions in advertisements. The idioms found occur in two main
patterns, which is extended idioms and altered idioms respectively. Since the metaphorical
meaning may be supposed to be more prominent, which is obtainable slightly before the literal
meaning idioms, while in the case of altered idioms, the two meanings are simultaneously
activated. However, it must be pointed out that the difference between the two variants is not
clear, and they may co-occur. In the extended ads, there may somewhat stronger punning effect
owing to the surprise effect created by the secondary literal interpretation.
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A A T B R bR A B AR TR O b A MR AL 5] ) 1 (extended idiom) FIZE Bl ) i
(altered idiom) , G| H 2] 18 R 5 J5A T 2 J5 5 B0 X itk > 38 3847 P73 500 40008 00 4], WA 2 1
“Burn the candle at both ends. Then get rid of smell” #1 f{ B35 5 T AE 28 3h 2 i35 v, AR 7 B g 15 5
g W B, B0, 7E “Now I know what it’s like to feel 10 778 feet tall” (10 778 X T ten) H 1 1.
fil 5 Z s DXBITE T01 3 PR 1 N 25 2 %t 21 3 AR ST iR 2 67 T IR .

1 IEigIkIE

L1 ARIESZFHRREHSE

Beigy 7= Az T NS B AR5 28 3 o 5 32 W v A% R AL S A8 8 R 0 Y i A L L AT R B AN ML T
U I B s A, L BRI PR TE S S PR R R R R B AEA . NAEE FIA N Y
R TEE S TP R R B A E T2 M. LB W A2 7E Lakoff A1 Johnson 2347 17 K i
BB ) e e . B, il IA A “argument” Y ABE A& Sk DN war” B 5 BE KA R Y, 1T war” DL iA] 41
HIE R iE SR YE . fan7E“He attacked very weak point in my argument, and his criticisms were right
on target"™* "] F- it 41 war” Fl“argument” 53 i B g B IR R B BRI 15 E A s ELAAR L T S A AR B
4 AE X AP AE L F TR L war” 2 H p e “argument” #2050 IH BE R 2 B FET) . H 82, Lakoff
VNS L e LN N 7 Y I N Y= Rl = I T Il = I SR R s | N 7 o SO T =1
Z MR B R AT LA AR RE T L SIIB AR B R — A A B4

R T BRI R A — B A% Gt i 4 v ] 20 &R L e A AU S BT L T HL S e AT Y SR 4R R AT 3 U7
2o AATTIA Sy I W 0462 Wy 8 A AFARL 9 ABE o A o E U 7 A 2 S« I o A [] DA B0 J ) 498 5% S5 o T 8 gy A1) 2 7
AFERARE T — YRS —F NI R ARG B AE Z MBI OCR ., W17She’s just a
pretty face” Fl1“We need some new faces around here™ "7, [ 20 {40 90 4E4C)5 . AR W 2 1R F T e ngy
(0 M E o A A R e A B T B e TN AR (A AR,

IWHNE 22 R AN R DB RS R =8 AR “SE " R . 78 > 15 A o #2 b, AT AT LA i
JE) Pl R T T 4 IR 2 5 B R R S B A A AR L RN R ST 0B B R X — AT IR 4 2T 3 spill
the beans” g 4 [f] T 10 & Mt 7 AHF LI AR Qnat . 35 4> Ta) 41 S B 1 R Mg 2 45 A% SEUARL & UL it ST A
T2, KN EA FEMER7X AR . 07 H B 7 7E 08 & B 38 o 1 A [R) 958 40 14 e oy E A A [+
W RS 4, W spill” 45 W25 17, “the beans™ 8 B A &1,

Lakoff #l Kovecses J&fx R E B HiH A A RGN SR ANZ —, LR 2 4. You

l”“

He was foaming at the mouth”“Try to keep a grip on yourself” f1“Don’t be a pain
in the ass”, Lakoff IA JyiX #6383k BAR R AR AH TS AT LU DU W7 < AN BRRE RO » el £ i 8 1
fits R B 1 R A MR O A A X AP ER T AR R ) R R R A A B A R — R
7 H U BRI AN 1T 7= A . Lakoff, Koveeses 881 [ 8 %2 2538 2« 2 6 R BEAT 2 o0 =22, i HLAR ¥fE 99
W AATAE B BRI A B AR e By B ™ 2R 1 S 12 A A B E AT RE AR BT 1B 098 | iR, G
F18) Bt 2 DRI S+ B0 6 2 100 9 o /) A oK 0 BB W 1 T A 2 3, N AE 2 15 “ A rolling stone gathers no
moss”H s AATEE AT “moss” B V& AU AR P4 . AL AT LA & B R TH I 1Y 2R 78 b o JSL AN ], R A R
FIORHE S0

X0 F TR G 55 9 A R R R 5 v ) B S L R 2 OR [ I F 9 R AR B SEHIE . 91 4, Gibbs 45
BORNATHEAR 5 H 218 OB RS 85 R L BT “hit the ceiling” Fl“flip your Lid” 9.0 B4 3 A8 2 —
B MR 00 & AR DT AR R . 53 8 Wt R g B A I L B R A AT Bl 07 R0 el A L R —
BN R R DR TR R R AR ME 4R L T DA 2 T B R X — oM (2 g PR A
B N B 2D T A SRR AL TR . R R T BN R SORN T R A AE 22 . 7E Gibbst [ 55 Ab
—AWFFE T AT B R G RN 2] 18 3R R R AR R R A A 4 R A 22 e, DR Dy 3 S ) ) R SO B TR

make my blood boi
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M 13X X A R 2 > U B A Y B AR A T — 2P RS L P O B G 2] R AR Y B I 4 2] T
SCHV TR R SO N Z AR [A]

AT B IR0 3 G A i e 1 AN () ) S A 1) B o EL A A ] 3 S0 2T B R S B A — e AR, X e &
# Nayak Fl Gibbs"" i B 76 546 b il (1150 312 A5 AT FERR IR 1B B8 F 38 2 i ik B . R B X 0 2 A
() 1550 =5 3 35 v A TR T8 20 o A Al DM 235 SR UE BH - X6 > 15 it FH %) 5 G R R AR SCAR v g e ) ARE A s i AH [ .
BN s 76 L I 1 AR A A AR B4 2 P A, “blow your stack” (835 B Pk HE S I 5 HT . 004 105 B
i B M Sh 7 L “bite your head of (" A IE VI MEHEGI SE AT . XHEE R AR AL RE L) K 2k 5
T LA A [ A 8 A oy o T EL A R A 2 ST 1 Y SO [ AE R 20O [R] . fB niE] i < blow your
stack”fl“bite your head of {” 57 ¥ M & Be M 19 “ getting angry” 7 & 8 A7 OCHK , B 2 Bl ial w23 41 Wy i
W2 18] o B A [A)AE B 3 DT .

Gibbs %5 7£ BF ¢ B i 76 21 15 1) 7= 25 F03 g 5 T8 (4 4 FH Bt 2% 300 < iy 1) A A7 465 5 4 B0 e A (RS2 38
SEARWE R T R A A B A 2D iR kAR b e L AR AR A P ST 1 0 a R R S X B AT
PRI, MR BT ey A gy . N SCORTIUEE £ 4 ) 3 B A B o e % 2 B AR A . 9 AN, 98] 40 “have one’s
hands full” B 2 SOS 2 HE T ANNA TV —FR . B a0 3= B A2 39, 5 -FF 0803 9 9 015 52 1) 1) 2R 74 3R
ARAE, PR A i
1.2 BMEERZTEER

Fauconnier ™ 4 t} 7.0 #1245 [0] (mental space) A, & B2 (0] 38 J2 30 BHE JR FURE 9 7 0 3125 1]
PR A LAl R B 0. G s TR A 0 B A O B S ] B Rl B B — R ANOR (A0 B A ) A
HLAL A B 45 S FL 2 AT AT B s 2 S84 TG 3 I 32 3 77 76 3 A9 — Rl il A . A 6 T ey 11 X400
R AE X RS RN R G DG FR B U T A O RS [B) A A A 2 TS SR T A A S L X RO
B (] 2 BT O 0 SR R LU S SRS A BRI ELAR . — Rk A S ) D AN & TR R
B 1 % A 25 6] (input spaces) s — > REFIT G MEFE iy A 25 [H] N 25 (9 2645 25 [] (generic space) K — A6 1% [H]
(blended space) . i A %% [A]3d i #5 45 [A] (cross- mapping) (478 73 M5 15 2R R B A 2 8] P 1 J80 23 7045 48 A7
e A S ) B B — AN TE — o TR B b X T 5t A2 o) A g i . o s ) A PR A
[i) 5 44y o PRI AT LA 1 g A2 ) i A B AR08 L g s T AR Al g, B — MUR T R i 454
AFE - R ERMERBIR R, Gz EIFAE FOZ WG A 4 A 2 ] IR R R N2
IS = AREF MR T — S AH Bt 2 m . fEA RE S @25 A A AR AEAE R
A [] BF I 42 ¥ s [

Grady SN s WIEA R SC E i & B 00 R RE 8 et A JHE 9 S — b AH B 78 00 O 3% I 25 3 00 L e T
TR T S 280 B R s DR AT A MO G By B0 2 A 38y SO 0 4 ) ) % 20 o R 1) R A T T L X A,
i NATT R TR B A% G2 ey 5 B I B A TE Y I R 5 B HE S A 0 X O R LA 3 M 3 S s T Z BT LA
ERTAEME R THISRE ., )4 .“U. S slowdown punctures Michelin profits”, #fia)“
B S Wl 1 R TE ) A 0 G * 5 % A R A A W AR T Tk e A kA DG T R R S R A A
AEOCRE T, IS5 B “more is up and less is down” X i Ba gy A1) . 13X 28 K] &K 148 3 Michelin
s A A [l A 23 T A G S B R s R AR PP AR G NI B R AT AR R . BB — B A
N5 (] X o7 VS A A% 9 e M 1) 5 SR A B8 T TR WSO B 0 R R 2% 1 28 55 DR & 5 = A B A 2 ) X
Hbrilas | 0 1 ik — R R LT & A 53, 6 X) Michelin 28 &) F8 538 A . IR L i & Z T &R
“puncture” ZH 5 f5 X IR RN H AR BT 25 RS B S ik e A AR S B 0 B A . S TR T
3 3o A5 W T A DA

2 TTEHHSIBEE
G S T 2T 1 A A 2 S R BRI — A SCAS AR X D IR AR B RIS . X R E R AR R B
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H R X)) o B0 B R A T A0 T X A ) T AR AR AN 2 BRAE T A B AR ER )
R385 AT RE Hh I AE R A A v 40 1 A A3 . B PP IR Y BRSO R S A A ATTX 2 3 Y T R
B,
%] 1  Burn the candle at both ends, then get rid of the smoke. (comfort refresh J~ )

A — A S EAR AN EFEBIFE NS 7 (BT 8o BT W 28— 2 R
TE R W 25 16 15 I 1) J2 7 BL Sk A L« o B TFAZ 2 W A AOER 5 A0 30— R It B Ak R B e Y
ARTABRE TR KR KRS AT EEH M comfort refresh, 1E 75 [0 Ml 55 15 1 1) 76 2 21 WEIH
A MMM ENE % 215 “burn the candle at both ends”, M #i8 “then get rid of the smoke” & MMTEH —il1 .
WART™ & 7K comfort refresh = i AT LU 58 B A i b 25 B S A L V8 BT AW o AATTRE 2 3 00 B2 Ak B 9K el R
BRI ARAR GERIRAETE AT 0 B 4 05 T i) BB 3 B A0 VR A XA 2 A . Kovecses
NN Ry It > TS S T 4 BN TN R R AR AR T R e AT B R S AT 4 R R T A
GIHT . FT LA B A DN R 1 A B B A B e ol R OR  EETE Z2 Y BR A A B 5 B4 fe A i DA 7
KRB AN AP AE R 22 Y BE 1, IR 4 Wit sl 23 i 0 JC L. 2 WG i 2 AT 3R 4 BB B 1 I 221 PRI e 1R n 4
XA S IR OB A AS B RORE . Al 15 AT BE 5 S — S I [0) 17 AN J2 KA RRORE 5 T 9 B mas i 7 Sy 1 B A
IR A 73X — A T A B 2 SN (R R — A — A BRI AT A AR b A A
WMAE T A FE AP . “We're well into the century”#1“He’s like something out of the last century”, 7E%E
K SRR BRI X — 2T T AT REER 0 M A2 S BRI VR . 0 SR — BN ] s S AR IR A Sk
FE BB L P Sk R0 P I ot T 7 4 U/ 1 R SR T LA R 8 R s U e s Y A T R e B L S T
71 S 1) B S T G T B M R T RS A R, AR b 2T T Y B v A% G TR A S 23 52 e AT Y 0 B
B RN SE B IR 75 208 A0 A5 88 Jot sk B 1) U8 IR 4 B B g 25 63X — R L Sk R . AR AN E I8 ) BT Ja 1Y
FLARBIAIL W5 ol 1 R 8 it 2 (5 N TR A8 300 TR 48 2 400 2 6 I 1 3 WS 1 s 4 9K A 2645 0 02 BTl BT e Ak 1y 5
WA XA ESRARMERL A > 1F T AT ) 2 1 2378 A “then get rid of the smoke”Z [ 5 2
TR AR 1 2 L. Gibbs 7R R FE R 15 vh 48 H o AT i) I A 2 BB >0 1 10 42 7 5 i 28 50 A oy
NATHE A o 18 55 0 175 0 38 31 ) 35 8 % 23 “ double-take”™ , R 55 11 My X 44 I 9 ) 45 3% 3 2 e AL .
i F 2] i “burn the candle at both ends” i}, BV ANTFSGA T B i X, Bt LU ) 537 smoke I Y
S5 W 2 Y 0 ) S T A S i s AT AR 3 0 2 DR A X A AN DE T i S B A 1 38 s T Y B 14 =X T
IF A7 WU A 25 TR B4 B, o IR A /R RHVE DRy 8 Jott 2 [R) TR A0 455 W i R B8 o A S 55 B K . B FR i
R TR] K 7 B 3R B A 1% 118 25 8] AT oK TE il 08 3 7 0 45 R AR e B SR MR . 7E R S hn il e, A7)
A G L P il L ol — o AR S T S 3K 4 s T[] A AT o A PR B A S TR) X smokee” 1Y B 5 T R LAY
PRARR = A T U BRASCR

3 IEHRHEHIE

AR E) DA R T STt A AT A S T SO B e SR I RS . SR K A A 2 A A
Ui BT AR S B 7 R AR AS A R AR e T 58 2 R AR 5 KR S iy 1B 2 S0 .

%] 2 Don’t get your pantyliner in a twist.

) BAE 1996 4F 7 H 1Y Cosmopolitan H, 1 68 S 1A Y R SR8 7 17 2168 ) 45 75 5t AR KT
SRR, TR R T — R twist RUP R A SR NBERR T EREBT TR OR . AEA TN MRS IE TP RIS E A
BT 45815 “Relax. Body form’s ultra pantyliner is a revolutionary one-piece design. So when you
wore it moves with you, and keeps its shape beautifully. It’s your flexible friend”, % » 2J i H fa iy =
S B T R ) T A SO E L (HL R R 2 il i B 3R] “ knickers” # “ pantyliners” #AX T, B LA [R] 15}
Wod TR PR B . R OB T AT T B X pantyliners” (9 [ A R A2 55 A [R] AR
“pantyliners” i A [FRGE 2R )G 1E AT =R 3] 28 “the libresse bodyfoom’s pantyliners” g s & RN Z5FE 1) £x
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B, MRS 0 get one's knickers in a twist” 8t A6 53 F0 A& 0 25 5 7 6 00 B &5 XL, % /b
43 F B A IR R R T B AR B AR ik & . AHBLAY iR 48 A “Don’t get yourself in a state”
F1“Stop winding yourself up”,

TE 15 “Don’t get your pantyliners in a twist” fll £ 2J & “Don’t get your knickers in a twist” Z [a] 5 —
JE IR 2« “pantyliners” fl “knickers” 2 [ 47 B i A9 5C & I A 115 2 98 58 A6 5 4 7Y FRLTED » DT 449 2 — S AE 7
RN RN NSYNL i

%] 3 Comfort is in the eye of the beholder.

J S A B R U AR VR 28 RE B B A L T DL B R T R (R I AR X A
418 F 9 b3 6 51K B % “ Comfort is in the eye of the beholder”, X & — ¢ FRIZIREE M)
L BLAE 1997 4F Marie Clair #7, “Comfort is in the eye of the beholder” & “Beauty is in the eye of the
holder” (A AL 2, EAR T LU 57181 5 SCRA G gy 25 SCW J7 TN DA B A (B SE B b AT AT A8 A3 S B i el i
SEAPR TR A . AR T R SO Ry TR AR ik & . S50 2 AN[E]L 7E 21 “Don't get
your panty liners in a twist” i1, S 1f] & SCAS A okt A i 45 DL o€ . JR )18 ok A T A & FE W “ feelings are
objects” , EX A F 1, “Beauty” A LLFE A 3 09 HR 0 FLAE 2 1 0 b o (B T A 18 B IR 55 s J2 AT
PABI 3 HR v B 2R 74 A X6 MR I 0 A Y I 2 A 9 S R s ) B B AR — IR B AT ECE BB IR B
SRR S NIR . 53 Ah AT LU 5 e B AN B ARSI B A A AR U R RRAE AT IS R SE . 7E BT &
23 (6] A7 I RS RO U0 B R 50 A A5 T 7R SE TN A 1) AT 36 T R R R, HUA A A0 0L % A RE A LU
(LN

TER AR 1Y A2 3 > v v, i A 2 ) 23 (6] i 32 3000k 3k JE 5 A BT 0T 3 A BeE TR 5% RE A1 R 19 25
b BT T LSRR S G . PR R Y 3 N A B RUB IR B A A (O S b i R R ECE)
EF & 23 [a) N ET oS ) (e D) fil )45 IE 3R “ see better, feel better and look better” —%{

4 & IE

JURE R B B WA S H ST B s 2T i . X B0 TE T 00 1 0 P2 X 1 R b FE AR
JE T 2B N . NEE S FH A T E R — SR — A 4, B R AT SRR =Y. B 245
PERVRE AR ARS8 By o AT R M 2 52 S b 1 AN ) ) 5 7 B B A A () 5 S T 1 A ARE A e vy - AN
— AR . B AT SR B IR R A B R A ) 0 i R eh o e BT B EATER I, PR T MR R
A — T A 45 1 A i T A R 8 AN AU S R 5 T L S e AT %) JEL A R AT Ay T =K G R R 4 vy R A
AEARL A ABE A Ao R o F b A7 A 25 5« RO 2 AN (] DA 2600 38 ) 0% 458 5 T 460wy DO 2 A S ]l sl rp — B 1R
—HY MG ARG RS A Z RO R . R B T B Ry A SCRERAE (24 2] 15
PR Ao LB G B AR . B s TA) B 1 52 BT AT AT B 3 P SR AR NI B ) 5 ok A AR A 0 — Bl 2k
T o R X T I i T X F A X A R G Y O R o B I A ST 0 B ) A AR A R Al 2 b T S ST
TEA SR F Y, 3 s B2 [R] 2 87 I 00 JEAS 9 Lo A Sl S A BRI AAC . G s B 945 7R AR 2 o oy 2
Wi —MAAHEAN LR,

e B3R b, 2 iR R T S B iR s AR g i i . 7RSI 2D s il T R Y
SCRTREE Ry FE B AR A SR AR 5] S i B ST R S, AR AR B 2T i R PR R S (AT R SORT R A SO
A3 B & . eS| 2T B A4 b s b 58 o 1o Ao 0 3 19 18 80 SR AT R s 0 AR R B A LG AR
o TESEF 53001 3E PR Y 1] b Beo ARE A R R A PR TS H R TR S S A RO R U A [ AH
Nk 2 ms TiF 2 WA HARIRE SR XU REESIERC B MIIE. 258,07 2XTE
2B AR5 €0 B0 AR 00 Y 5 BB A A I T A S A AR S 0GR M AT R A ) O =X B g T 3 Y D A R
N
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