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Application of semantic field theory and componential analysis

in English vocabulary teaching

ZHANG Pei-giu

(School of Languages and Literature, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, China)

Abstract: Based on the mistakes students always make, the paper advocates the application

of semantic theory to vocabulary teaching. Aiming at the proper way to enlarge students’

vocabulary, the paper focuses on the semantic field theory and componential analysis with the

purpose to help students gain an insight into the implicational lexical and collocational relations

of the vocabulary system so as to enhance students’ ability of synonym discrimination and

improve their ability of using language and communication.
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fift X — ) 22 SCHER T A L A TR B I REAE A R 2 AR RS SC B RS TR A T R ELIE IR
1 REFERILCHEFFENEH

K LIOR s AT AR 2 DA 9B 20 s e v 0 SCIRIYC 8 X6 o7 7 48, 2 A e W2 e B SR il i o ) 152 L 42
i 5] LGS B PO T RORC R 0 B 8. SRR IEE T HRIE B R S SR AR R R R — 2,
WS B TR AT AR TR 3 B i TR Ao A2 3 ) i 4] I 7 A i Rt 2, bl DL (R R AR LA 5 T
1.1 AICHEERARH

AT FE B4 A 2 ) 43 PR IR 5 ) 2 ) A A 2 B (syntagmatic) OC R, B — 28196 5 5y — S 6] [A] B
PR TE S PG . ) A TC 56 ZR B T 0 40 T B O R U R SCHE R R M 4L A N e H A AR R Y
W AR R TT s R n SR ML M DU B 5 B 3K 2 B T A ) TR R T & s B RUT TE A R R R
He bought the book at a very cheap price (hi >}y low),little illness (>4 indisposition) ,saw a traffic acci-
dent (Jij & witnessed)
1.2 NiBERNRTEBEIME

To DS P A s T TR TR SO B 22 5, DA A N B SR 2 FH 0 v ) SCORE R 1) 1) 3 B AR )
HeZ 7 Aok 20 G deaE ) 9 4n

1) He very much likes to see magazines. (fR B W F Z¢ &, W & He likes to read magazine very
much. )

2) My work is very busy. (LYEFRIT . & T am busy with work. )

3) We have won your team. (F{ 15 T #RMITBA , i & We have beaten your team. )
1.3 BEXRPEHARE

L E I R ORI, 22 AR 4 IR W 1 U0 profession” 5 “career, customer” Fll“ client” 45 [] SCin] , 5 AR %
FE“empty house” fll“vacant house” Z [l {22 55 , E A1 2K . “suspect” il “doubt” J& [] SLA . PR 2 W 5 R AT
e M BE” . g R L 3 5 2 A i 22 fel FH S L) B 2 DUTE ff B A AR R G &R L A AT A AR 2 ) i
T B e 1 BT — DU 5 SOAR A — — X6 07 7 87 B A 17 22 W 16— TRl (R R AR A A T T MR R 2E AR
1.4 WRAILCAZ

ZEH AU LA R 2F B WU N R G825 18 SC B & B R 20 AR A SO I Bl 2=t R B 2 R 1Y
] BRI I (CAn“ good s very good” &) 1 A $8 K FH At B A= By L B 41 JC A% i i8] (4 “fantastic, brilliant,
extraordinary, talented”%§), BEAb, A AN X 40 HEHAR IR A sl 2 9Pk 2 18 07 i - LA “ quality” S )
— A B & 5 AT LR R B AE “ ambitious, cooperative, rational” 2% J T, 1 “fat” F1 “thin” 2 [6] & AT DA 4 o
“plump, slender, skinny” 4§ [E]I00, 82 FH— MM 8 B0 75 = BRER A AN BE A ff M 28 8 & Fh AR,

2 HEXK

P b R DA 5 T B AR — AR B T BN T % ] 1 FE AR 1R LA L 38 R BRI R I A T R R
WY 1z im0 4 2 6 G BT B, 1 i A (W) —1a) SO 16 NI R) 5 A ) 22 1) A OC R 48 L K B R I AR
() TF) AL o 3]V 25 AN I T2 A — AR 5 SR TR B (R 7 38 5 38 SRR TE 80O, T2 TR A B 3 B )V IR 4 B TR 45
BL— AL SO FR R SR A A3 AT I R A e DAL ) BRI T — 2 L
2.1 EABYHERFEFENHIRILCE

5 AR R (Trien) |G T 18 X% BLE (Semantic fields) . ik b, —Fpif 5 o AR
TEIE L s LR BAHRE R AH B 200, 3k 2] 3 W] 4 il — A e B IRNE R ge . HA KA 2L [m) i 2 A
AT SCRTE 5 B R — A X B i T R B R RO M Y s T RE AR RIPED . A SR
2E A R E S K B[R] Ak T — A8 S P R TE TS D G o DRI A 2 R R R R 2 R A R O &R
Ja K 2E A AT IR AR BE A A TS Bh A T RN i
2.1.1 WX EALZRAELY

N “transmission, transformation, transit, transaction” Z& &8 & A 7 4% “ trans-"; “ compliment”
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“complement” % # MPFE AR AL . 7E PR A 2 B 20 LA QIR A9 38 13 — AN ih Ui A R T4
Xof B 18] () BN FIAE AT
2.1.2 KIRBRXRXKEZNELY

“bold, brave, courageous, daring, heroic, fearless”ZE ¥ &4 “ B B A" & B ; “laugh, smile, gig-
gle, grin, beam, sneer”SFHAR AR E I . B AR SCOC R E X7, HUAR [R] A0 T 09 8 4 800 —
AL LT F IR AR T DL Bl A ke Ao A Al O R 0 — Mt I 4R S s T e G s
2.1.3 ZIZRAXEWELY

TE R SCIA g vh s LA 9 5 T o R 0 1 s — R S 9 e SC3m) 9 A =2 R A5 v 18] 22 18 » B0 A “ prodi-
gal” fil“parsimonious” X P 4~ B i8] 2 [8] A] L4 A “spendthrift, improvident, wasteful , frugal, thrifty, stin-
gy » miserly” & i [ia] J22 1] 1) L8]

T3Eh A2 SCIR AN [) 33 SCRT BB A 4% I B2 SCam] s 200 5 | 32 AR 70 A [R] 1 4 TE v 4% o 45 P s L
SCAE] A Bl T 0 1 SRS T S AR RN, Bl .

fresh cake G fif K 1) stale cake (JEHE 5D

fresh flower (fif ££) withered flower (425 i) #£)
fresh water (3R 7K) salty water (i 7K)

fresh air G ff 25 <)) polluted air(J54¢#y 25 5)

2.1.4 FEZETFTLXREZIELY

TERNC 2, 35 5 22 AR MR TR 1Y B R O R R 7 — A I [RIAE A& SCIE R BB i i i 3 B il
HJE . WAE PJERZ“ cooker” Fl“ stationery” Wi Al i}, 1] 5| T4 A BRARE 1145 A A9 F A @1 “stove, pan, pot,
ladle” fl“pens, pencils, paper”%F, XA K TN &, i HA B T 22 4B 7F S0 bRz b IRl — 41 F X
1) 3 PR SO RS LT AR — B0 X N 3RV s DT 3K B 3 33K ARG B .
2.1.5 EEZAKBCEAXINEAHEREZGELY

— S AR B 2 G i — AR ) EOE & XRA L H R 50 22 B i TE LR L B
T IS B OC R A RERA A2 . W heavy”—1i] , B /R “H 19 73X — e JE A & AN RS [] 1 1R) #5 B, 38 W] R 3K
HAbZ Rl & S, R B2 A iRz i 28 LR IE SR i 2 SO G s X a0 1y 32 B RE 7 200l 45 B 2= 4R
57 “heavy” —ia] (Y FEBE X R 15 L, .

a heavy blow & J1 3T a heavy crop KFE IR
heavy traffic {57132 18 heavy investor . 4fi4% % 3
heavy schedule HEf#R K Y H a heavy vote K i 1522
heavy smoker MR Z 1 A heavy casualties T KA T-

2.2 EREBEXESSNEBELERNEASHZEIMNIENXER, HENACHTHZE

W U553 BT (componential analysis) f& I 4F R 17 218 S22 R FH R ff 3 52 2% 0k U 0 — Fp i i .
T NAG BRI ) e /N SRy CRISCZRD 1 A B 43 A ) 5L, 38 3k %) 7] — 18 SC 3 04 18] 1 1 SR oy i AT 0 BT 28
H . 4R 2Pk L (shared components) F1[X 5| X 2 (distinctive components) , A T %5 Sk 175 Wi #1418 7 18] 5 1)
Z AR TE LRGP B R R SCREAR 8% X 43 B 22 ) A 4 st 22 00
2.2.1 &R E S ik B R

25 VR T il R BRI 0 H Y e DR N IR AN 6 4 L TS G 0 e i B ] — b SR R T A e L U ) i
B (14 B3] ) SRS A AT 0 . AN i B lover, AR 22 24 A I TR X I D B L ] R AR A — R e
j) M2 o I HL iR B 2 “partner (usu. a man) in a sexual relationship outside marriage”, MiE S J#55H7
] L350 : lover=[ person ]+ [ partner ]+ [ sex |+ [outside marriage |, K itk “lover” X /> 1a] i 1% #ff Y] 3 iR
USRS N7 LS 2 N7 IO T SURFIEFE T Loutside marriage ], [AlAE MR 4R X Fh LR St
2 il i 1Y peasant” FIUHE A A AR R AR FE SCARTE SR A X AIEE— H T 4R T : peasant = [ uneducated ]+
[uncouth]+[ person]+[low income]>¥ Z i #HEF HME . M CE W L A7) ; K K =[person]+[go in for
agriculture ][ >4 R N (AN F I LAF) .
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2.2.2 B JAE AT AT R LA AT A

HSC AR 22 A R B R 52 B AN IR L SR T T R R ) R AR B ) AR R — O T B A ) SO
B JE F [F] — A~ 3 A7 He e Stk SR B o 2 AR S DU RS A A B 2 TRV W IR Y T . SO A
52 A R — 18 L3 3R] T SO R AT 43 B RE AT 0 B A AT DX 43 [m) SR 2z 1) p o S T B A E S ]
T SCRE BE R SCAAR € 7 O[] 45 3t 1 1 A A 22 391

n*“empty, vacant” Fl“hollow” , B AT #4 H SC A BEAR 2 25 197, R 18 SCRE 43 43 B 5 T UAR ¥ 2 i B
H A% 1 B8 XN FE T H AR SE (AN [R] - empty = [ containing nothing ]+ [nobody living ]+ [no furniture], L7
“SI—WT RS B X vacant = [ not used/lived |+ [ with furniture |, A E“ R 5 HBY”, “25 & /K7
4 hollow=[empty space]+[inside ], #EiHSEY R “h2zs”,

BN “conference” 5 “meeting, dwell” 5 “live, think” 5 “assume” %% , 1% 26 {8 f{) X 51| X 2 M [ £+ formal ],
PR ikt 22 03] 3 2 AR B A 1E S R A IE SCHE .

A, “inspire,abet” Fl“incite” & 4 L[] (1 8 LB 43 [encourage ], BATTHY X 1) LR J& [+ feeling ], B
AE AR AR . “inspire” B4 “HUER B SRF 07 M E B 5 “abet” & & AR w s LgR”, HA N LA
s M “incite” B & LA Z .

2.2.3 3B RE LA R AR IE &5 98 218 0 20 A 45 B L)

[F] SCAm) B 1 AR B 2 SO g B I DR Ah B AR AT A A [R]85 T R . sk 2 ) SCAR] B 7 0 A A
[F, g oheesdE, B 2B R . W “deep” #“profound” X %} 6] YR H A “ R "MW ZEE B HLEHE S “sym-
pathy” 25 /DR $5 Bo i 7T DA B 4, 40 “ We shall have deep/profound sympathy for him. ”, 78 HAh{F £ 15
T EAGRREIN . RAEUL: “He used to live in the deep forest. (FRALHY) ”8E“ He is trying to explain a
profound theory. GEEA”,

PR MM 7 R 82 v B AT 3z T8 SRS 43 A 12 2K 48 75 1) 5 1) 22 [ 1) 265 5 TG R D) , 2% 113 1) 24 451 /)
PLAS B2 A A Ar FI W ) SR A FE L C R 2B AT LI 3Z . Ll empty, vacant” Fil“hollow” k] , B i XL
HRFEAN RIS A B RS B AT A A AR L IR 1,

F 1 GAEE A A

Table 1 Examples of collocation

box bag room house street stomach seat position tree ball
empty + + + + + +
vacant + + + +
hollow + +

TE 27 bz HTX A 07 2, AN AT LU Bl 2 A4 5 408 1) 91 A9 250 1 DN o DX () SCT] ) 48 ok 22 531) o i EL 7T LA
B AT TR I 5 TE A 24 T 3 B A9 T A e AT B i S 2R B is R T .

3 & iF

2 LTIR 1 SCoF AR X S R L 20 2 A A £ 1 S TRE A T E T8 S — A DL Rk
SiibuR g T ilE 73 2 TN DS /NS GIRS N o el F RS P SEARE At 2 B &7 B €28 g a2 il o I B R ey s S | B TN
17T 32— 25 4 v = A (] B T T Y fiE
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