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Legislative analysis on public participation in
environmental impact assessment
—From viewpoint of Zhejiang provincial rules and

other normative documents

GU Jianya

(Department of Social Sciences, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, China)

Abstract: From environmental impact assessment (EIA) approval practice, public participation
system has not been truly implemented. One of the important reasons is that legislation itself has
defects and shortcomings. Zhejiang government has formulated relevant rules and other normative
documents to provide a basis for implementation of public participation in EIA. However, the
current specification file still has some sorts of malpractices, mainly legislative lag and approval
of passive, specification abstraction and concept fuzzy, bugs and lack of responsibility, conflict
and cohesion derailment. In order to serve for a new round of the administrative approval

reform, it is required use of the law applicable rules to resolve disharmonious legislation, and
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further innovation of local government legislation of the EIA.
Key words: EIA approval; public participation; normative analysis; application of law; local

legislation
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