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Viewing prevalence of “taobao style” from Memetics

YAN Shuang, GUAN Manning

(School of Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, China)

Abstract: Under the guidance of Memetics, the transmissive vehicle, expressive way, and
transmissive trend of the linguistic meme *“ taobao style” have been analyzed. Three
characteristics of “taobao style” are described as follows: the internet proves to be one of the
best media for people to imitate, reproduce, and transmit memes; simple, recreational
expressions are more likely to be transmitted and reproduced in the cyber culture; the
prevalence of a meme is limited by its pragmatic function. Memetics has provided a new
approach to interpretation in the study of cyber linguistic and cultural transmission.
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