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Brief analysis on Zhejiang’s role in anti-Japanese air combat
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Abstract: The September 18th Incident in 1931, and the January 28th Incident in 1932 forced
the national government to strengthen the air force, by gradually establishing and perfecting the
national defense construction plan and scheme with the center of Nanjing, the capital of national
government. Thanks to its unique military and geographical location, Zhejiang gradually
became a critical military aviation area in China. Zhejiang played a significant role in Anti-
Japanese air combat, as manifested in the three aspects: before the outbreak of the anti-
Japanese air combat, Zhejiang had become the military aviation pool and aviation talent training
base of the national government; during the outbreak of the war, Zhejiang witnessed an
important battlefield of the air combat; the middle and late period of the anti-Japanese war saw
an important military base for the Chinese and allied air forces to launch expeditions and air
strikes against the Japanese mainland in Zhejiang.
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