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The phenomenon of lingua franca in Belarusian-“trasyanka”

Kamarova Tatsiana, XING Xin

(School of Literature, Communication University of China, Beijing 100024, China)

Abstract: Besides Russian and Belorussian languages in Belarus there exists a mixed language.,
which is in a transition, “trasyanka”. This phenomenon is explored from both diachronic and
synchronic perspectives by applying the sociolinguistic approach. It is found that this language
phenomenon has taken shape as a result of long-term contact and mutual infiltration of the
Russian and Belorussian peoples under a given social context. This lingua franca is
fundamentally a product of social development.
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Table 1 Recognition of national mother tongue in the Republic of Belarus(according to the 2009 census data)
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Table 2 Use of Belarusian and Russian languages in the Republic of Belarus(according to the 2009 census data)
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Table 3 Recognition of national mother tongue and the situation of language use in

family in the Republic of Belarus(according to the 1999 census data)
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