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Interpretation of the family consciousness of Zhejiang overseas
Chinese from the perspective of cultural pattern
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Abstract: This paper explores the family consciousness of overseas Chinese whose geographic
origin is Zhejiang province embodied in their behavior as sending remittance and investment into
their qiaoxiang (geographic origin), from the perspective of Ruth Benedict’s theory of cultural
pattern. It is found that overseas Chinese strongly identify themselves with traditional Chinese
culture, especially family, such identification being extended to the clan and their common
geographic origin, and then the whole motherland. This perception of cultural pattern endows
overseas Chinese with close connection to China although they have got the nationality of the
host countries. Thus the second generation of overseas Chinese should have an open mind
towards traditional Chinese culture based on the cultural relativity, and should play a significant
role in promoting the cultural integration of overseas Chinese into the host communities and
help to enhance the communication between Chinese and western culture.
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