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On the translation modes adopted by Lin Shu and Zhou Brothers

YE Yiqun

(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology , Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract. Lin Shu and Zhou Brothers (LLu Xu and Zhou Zuoren) are major translators in the late Qing
Dynasty. In the translation of foreign novels, each of their distinct cooperative translation modes is a
distinctive phenomenon in the contemporary literature translation in China. Lin Shu applied the single
mode of interpreting and recording due to his cooperation with interpreters, while Zhou Brothers
adopted multi-modes, among which the principal one is translating and polishing. Their respective
cooperation modes have bred their unique traits in translation: Lin Shu is dependent on his interpreters
and there exists errors in the translation; Zhou Brothers can translate independently and also cooperate
with each other to make the best use of their strong points. Socio-cultural factors are discussed and
comments are made on their translation modes. Although they cooperate and translate in different
ways, their contributions to the translation of foreign works can’t be ignored.
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