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Modality: definition, features and means of expression
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Abstract: Modality, which expresses the speaker’s emotion or attitude to the things he refers to,
involves not only the modal meaning of the predicate center, but also extends its scope to all possible
means of expressing the speaker’s subjective attitude. The diversity of modal meaning is related to the
multi-dimensional features of modality, which mainly involves objectivity and subjectivity, realis and
irrealis. There are many means to express modality, covering almost every aspect of the language
system and its related elements. The study of Chinese modality is in urgent need of Sinicization, whose
goal is to explore the accuracy of modal meaning, the influence of context, and the cognitive and
functional explanation, on the basis of detailed descriptions into the means of modality expression, in
pursuit of establishment of a complete system of modality expression.

Keywords: modality; definition; multidimensional features; means of expression

Yr#s BHA: 2018-03-26

EE&WHE: HEMSPEESFNEAE (15FYY013)

BEEE: BESA6S— OB M E A #4328 FDOEE LI I E B 5 E R
E-mail: shchx65@126. com,



54 Bl BB 1E A SRR S Rk T B 277

A RA B B EN. AR RIES IO EER, 518 MEREA E WM (subjectivity) , [ B
TR T BETE AT 5 U 42 i S A I Rl A B, B A (modality) o i AN [F] B9 5 Ul 5w sl 7 AU iR 8. ik
WEEA B UM R 28 O R B8 (H IR 28 BT 8 48 A1 3 WL 2 RN S B 0% 3l ox 2 0L 5
B S AR ECRE 3 1F B A 35 38 v R B R 10 35 A AR =R ) 09 £ 07 37 . BN U 3d A A B i & 25007
FAA M A AR BB A LA B B 0 B E0A N R R R B0 R AR . R S ER A M H 3
PEIFA L T B W e H BT N 5%

18 A A 1 SO s — B 32 BID0E 2% B 50, 0 R 32 R ot o e AR X A S R Y
S0 I DA [ A0 T X6 817 285 1 3R 90 S B IR R A DUE S ST g ] TR . R R AR DR
BT WA IR, — SEAI DG R 5 R T AT 56 AR S S S A R e A5 2 T R R B
FEDA T . H—, — S A R A B A B T SR s 0 AR A e T S T A
Sk Bt 4 P Ao AR TR AR e T I A A IR DR A 0 U5 S U A YA D R 5 L T 1 S R Al v
Z R B S ) SR T AT W FOa S e TS S 5 R 1R B sh BR &1, sk FE K e T A
Bk 5515 25 1 ) BB a5 H = — SRR I A5 58 SO vk i =X, 8 2 05 o T Btk AT 5% Y L o s ) ot 2
THETIEEE SV AT 7RSSR A S THE T RA T VP B M Ak ) K 8 3 g s ey,
— S 5 VI G (4 B S AR B LR B AT T HS T, Wl B A UK R R S A S5 AT
Ty REJEH 2 6] 4 40 S A 2R, ol A8 A U0 185 2 A% 25 (0 00 o 38 Hh T B B 2 R o VT T IR R T BUE R &
Sy i) ) [ BRI , 2 v A2 R S 90 UE 2 AN T DUEE S TE 2 2K LG T8

AR DURE SR C MR E . S AN A5 A — S R 25 AH 5G9 [a) & 5 1) W 1L n 5% 58 dn ey
EXIER? RIBEENTERRTEAWLE? KM F B Z M AFEEFEMBR? XX 2 8 WA e AT B
TOOHEAE SRR R G FEREAR AN . 5 T 00 A SCTERT A 5T B9 JE Al L DI 2S00 8 S RRIE A
T B F DR AR A 00 R 3K T BUswn 22 2130t

1 BENEX

“IEATIX — A TS 2 85 2 (modal logic) H Y “#E 25" (mode) , 15 F5 4 & A= sl A IR 4 (1 7T R
PE HESR PR SR VE AR RRAE . RS 32 A 2 X RS 1) AR S 3R 3K A R 5T LA R R R E b, AR ik B
SRAE T 2E ST S TS 5 H IR B 2 ME S o R I 58 B 10 o A X W G A e S ) B
SCHY Ay T B I — 2 R G T E AR S W A R R 0 . He .

H AR 2 R — TS F R ORI S — 2 B AT E M. HIE 0 Lakof ™ fir 4 H 14,
155 7% PR A SR AR AR RN X B AR AN m] T, ELAR A BUHE AT PR — R A AR 3 A 9 A S
LR I 18 75 5 S — B AR 7 25 A o 1 R 5 3540 R DL 2 0 114 I s LA B 5 T 4 T P IF 5 AR

Y T AR B WS Y B2 2 M, KR ST A 1 SCHR g 1 Bt LA S S R S DA 92 LSO 4 L R T A
TN A UEAT 72 S0 ¥ B ) 10 B AS T 3k b A7 A 9 28 1 22 0] . Palmer™ " DA 1 A2 U8 A WA
JERBERTEE R LRI, RSB0 AT 25 8 66 A Mo £ 20 K] IR TE M IS A Rk, Hol HoAh i
5B MR E A S FR AR UMIRE S E S E R, A Palmer " AR A EES . ZHE
M F WS RGRRIE R8I R G AT R L H S S SO HER 3 e A 56 3 SR A ) 7 A G
PRI i 2 0 5 T I S R T DL AE BR T 8l i 5 5 2% il DL AR 0 0 R AR DURR R . R RLTE Bl
Lyons #7002 57519 4y e sk 3t A A A AS 2R K BTG R ) 3 1k B0 i R A T A 5 S 0 e
ASEE R UTE AR UL BRI 1k B 18 1 2R B S A A I O M R AR 5 1 S R SO AR T A B
i) 4% ) R M U7 (frankly) , “ 5232 #b” (fortunately) . “75 1] §8” (possibly) , “BA % i ” (wisely) % , %5 ]
PAFATER . Halliday" 75 H R G U BEIE 5 221K R PHEES B ME L AWM ICIANA DI REM — 340 I E S
5 iy R R 0 B 01 o 3 AT i R = R AR A T R R e R B BRI RE . Y
FEIR TR A BN R 15 A58 10 2 U036 2 X ) i AN 28 (U (viewpoint) B0 2 (mental attitude) o f3



278 FIRAR e = 5 %30 %

FEr i R L O R SCSS PPN AT R L 55 AR 00 R A A K T

RS FXE A B R SCHR 32 B KA - 3 A ik B v i A s T AR A S RN IR U S A O
P R 2R . g 2 R 5 S I A A O DR R A B S A L i 40 Fillmore A Ry , 41
Rl Rh s 1K R O o v A | o SV i (AN N W 51 R 7 N o SR o 1 B S T R S S S 007 s O =
SEUIRA A ARG M W U TR NS R L, bS] A SR S B SRR L 5
ARG 2 AR FINE OB S a7 — DRSS M HRERG . h =8 d . 0 RE
ELBRE A BR U TE ARG A A O, TUE B O <15 R (mood) Y5 W5 R 38 Eb Qi #fE I LK) L L AR
WLBEME VI IR OR A B4 5 48 R RV E SR I S BR R AS B RS O R DU L3 i 6 A R 3R L 3
) A% B K By in] () BE I 5322 35 5 L A= 4 e B () D v 3 0 O i R S sl AT T S A B DA A 5 2R =
3 FRAE R REAE A R UGTE A B A G, 76 DU B o BB BE Sl il R ik, N v e RE 7 L L5 AR LR
G B ERRET MBS RGO R RS B RESTREN AT R
Bt X — 5510 W T T 2 M IESE R R I s 48 SCT L BRIE A7 2T By B R A e DA LR TR TR 5 L WA 1S
HHEEHERSESEEZ R —A LALEBE T /9 AH 54T B F W, W %A #F— 20 i B R 8 5 i
“RE PR AR R4 O 18 SCIS AN I3 18 P D T 4 1), 3K R A5 A 3 W AR A i — 2B AR . FRATTIA K 32 ) o
AN TR A5 B A X 3 8 i) R 4 TR A SIS A B XI5 45 v 8 i E B AR . e A, S ARD Y BE [A] Fillmore
YA IR T SN 2 T2 B i i Ah ) I A AR S T A 0 s 2 B R AR L A 0 A A8 s R R AR R K
B 43 o 3k e A TR [ A A A T 3 2 ) T i i B TR R

R0 AT 25 A 5 Uk Ah o DUTE 27 X0 17 285 S HOAR 5G9 1 <0 (mood) | 11X (tone) DL K ] 1 ) g
(sentence type) SF M AW AFFE L BATE (M) B, 04 A 60 U RS BT 2 M X3 S BECR . Al fTAR
it AN ) 00 0 7 3 vk PR T L S TR 48 R R PN TR S T R A 25 S 1 D, 2 TR L o 0 0 91 W 1) P T L 28 R
TR A DUE TS S 2 2 T 2 A M B 15 & A F IR 2 T IR D RE AL &, 1 AU 2 TR IR i
I I RE S DO 18 AT 25 T mood #3146 2 ST AE 37 258 200F h 2 B H M o7 2 25 7 98] V0 ) v 45
2T B 25 A A A L PR TS R R 1 Jr o R O] A ol ELBR AT R B = R, X
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EYiUNs AP RCIRTER S-S VN W g R

DIRESE — H/NS AT DIAERZS | AL,

) F IR AR ANT] BE S LAY LR B (L AR S X R S L i LM R S 2R RS TE K S
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75 2 AT DL A ELAG 5 A RRAE 8 3] R 6 A AR A 33 6 ) 1) 55 A8 3 SC ) R B ST 4 Sy = 2K s R A
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1) FRIAE A SR = — A B TR AR — K.

1) FRAG {5 0 THIXF 28 & 04 ¢ 44 FUHT A 1 )

15) & 77 1 24 R 2 A2 1) o At 1) & K O2 SR O b ot .
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%G HAE A R R T e MM S 18 A SCRy FSRAR N7 RS Ik T R Rl A 15 A 7 3k 2 [n] AR Y
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