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Study on cognitive models of constructions “X Shou” and “Shou X”

ZHAQO Xuede

(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: The metaphorical and metonymical cognitive models of the body-part term “shou”,
based on the constructions “X Shou” and “Shou X” in Chinese, are found to respectively
conform to the mapping hierarchy sequence of Heine et al. : “man™>object>action (process) >
space>>time>property”, and the contact continuity of Peirsman &. Geeraerts including “part
for whole, whole for part, contact and adjacency”. Meanwhile, the construction configurations
manifested by the “X Shou” construction gradually transitioned to “Shou X” for the former
model and the symmetrical array of “X Shou” and “Shou X” constructions for the latter, which
is greatly related to cognitive focus, highlighting the cognitive and cultural properties unique to
the Chinese nation.
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