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Analysis of the ideological manipulation on
translation of humor in sitcoms

—Taking The Big Bang Theory as an example

LI Fang

(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology , Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: Taking The Big Bang Theory as an example, this paper analyzes different types of
translation strategies, consisting of word plays, taboos and Chinese elements, in the translation
of humor in sitcoms from the perspective of ideology. It holds that ideology is just like an
invisible hand, which intervenes and manipulates those types of translation of humor. In the
process of translation of humor, manipulated by ideology, translators will adopt different
strategies to maximally cater for the needs of target audience for life cognition and emotional
experience.
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DL FE B 75 56 45 B IR HIe R 2B A« #1924 R (Andre Lefevere) Jp U AR IR NN . B %0k &
PEFTEEAE B 0 0 BB S b7 i 6 T BT g A7 i) — Fh R N 516 sh . Bk A b AR
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25 [ W 2R S = RIS RBEYE Y (The Big Bang Theory) B 2007 4E45 H DL K ¥R 52 WAk 2 2 H B 5
(BRIMBAEH) . F AL Sheldon Cooper FiIl Leonard Hofstadter &2 —Xf LB HELA B RS . Mmib
1B P37 i &£ Howard Wolowitz Fll Rajesh Koothrappali N4 4% 10 5, . 4 fif B , Howard Wolowitz i
o, = XKLL, (ELAR 22 s At %) 360 4 T 32 30 LA 2 25 28, Rajesh Koothrappali 2K H ED B , 8 # w0 5 5
TR RERG  LEA RELE S MAR AR B UIE . Penny 2B R 1048 JE L G SR VB R AT T, 1%
i) = 2 83 U Ao 24 A BT 55 RN 36 e 4B & Penny Z 8] B J T . 1R #E3X A A 5t 5 2547 0 52 1 AR 18
SRR T T R AREE 505 1 24 B e M AT I ARRE A S L 2 Rl T B . i B A
FEA B AT LUGA B 2 B U AR B — R BRI o A SORE LA 35 KRR KB ) % B 9] iR 0 R A
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TECHETE RIBYEVE =245 17 £, 7519 Howard Wolowitz fil{F- & Rajesh Koothrappali 7 X %
B ) Lo 5L Summer Glau, AT WG T 6T 100 b 48 56 . T2 Al AR 25 BR W 0 K, Howard — &t ~F- I 35 W 5
2 A2 B A AR T — i R A R IS Wb 5 . Howard i3 : “It's hot here. It must be summer. ” 7 %%
BHIE A -k B B PR RO BT, — 52 2 B R (i 3R 1) 7R o 1l R AE 1 0L 5C . summer BE 2 E R ()& B WA
U S22 5L 44 7 s hot BEAT LR PRI L n] DLAORTE 5 R R . X 4] 13538 2 hot Al summer 3X # 4>
WL I AS 5 TP O E R AR T R R . X )RR R R Uk AR, — R B ROk
T SEPREE RN A M SR I R — i R 5 RN AL A e SR A R Y 1 RS A R A s B )
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TE% — 7845 3 £, Leonard Hofstadter BEZ% Penny, Wi % Penny MK T, &% M B &4 M5 H 2B
Penny #5illl 25 3R & B Penny 1E BB 5 A AE 1] F AT H 9 ¥ . Leonard i fi 1R [8] 2] 3 6] , B o 2% 7% o
Howard Wolowitz [i] : “Penny for your thoughts. "% BI1E A - “ IR S8 Hb 78 A AT A WE 77 B 1 5 T 2 8 .
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CERIRARTEA A 4 RO A R — 7 [ Y AR Y R AR AR Y L BT DL AR RN ) AR A R
RN . IEER Penny —ia], b 45 5 T Leonard B Z2ARX R4 5. XASBIFIF A HiEE
JIG + T A - A A AR 0 P 27 T 2 3 ok Bt 1 SN L T Howard X Leonard (0 A P 1 55 T A1
Pl 3537 e L Bl T — MR R AN A

TES — =5 6 B2 P . Penny 7E K W28 1T 4 B 25 . Howard Wolowitz $T43 il 235 #2800 2 k25 . (H
J& Penny WY A AT 14R%5 A Hi >k Howard Wolowitz i iX B 414 . Horf— {3 & %% : “ A choo-choo train?” 5
BN A Kk 7" Howard Wolowitz W7 I 2l FU Rf b 1% . “ Close. " F o #liFE N "2 AZ TV
LA — R TCE AR SRS A brain damaged choo-choo train?” 5% %% #1124 « “ — > il 7 PR 4t (1 4235 77 H
§1 choo-choo & JLEHIE .38 A%, 1FFH I a choo-choo train FiFN“— P KZEL7,AEFHIHW,H a brain
damaged choo-choo train 3R “— NIl 7 R LAY K42 3K7 AR BlixX B E &0 STfh S E MO T,
YLK Howard Wolowitz i) H () 2 £ A 2] BRI H 9 2 238 3 . WA R S 4252 7 WA R 36 35 3 1o
EHUE B ST A0 PR 15— 0 B PE SR IR l E ULAR I 7F R RS 47 . BB S X B4 L
AR TO N AR Y A HOG PR AR R A 2 B

SR AR 2 R 1 B N IR IR FIUE AR 1) R B2 L 22 4R B A SR 0 T R s 0 R S
W 5 5 0k LA s IR 1615 L

2 BIREEMIALERLUIKBIFHIRH

2.1 BEZEPE
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TECH TG KB HE ) & — 2= 55 8 4P, Rajesh Koothrappali #942 £F 7 7] # it 35 B 45 b A 43 2 &
Rajesh ]9 00X 2 1% 2 A & “The little fat girl that used to kick me in the samosas and call me un-
touchable?” (“JIBA 2 5 & 2 16 5 F I IR R A9 /NI 277) Rajesh (1943 BEAR 0 L BRABATT A 40 1) L % 4
i T, 78 18] ) 52 (K] B4 B4 0] ; “Because you know what happens to the samosas when you wear tighty-
whities. ” CORHIE AR ZF T = FHE VR 89 = A0 BE A B D PEE X samosas XA Y &S L 56
— RPN EEE T AR R SR M, — T T [k T AR RN A O — T AR BT M BRSO AR
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TECHETR ROMRKEDEE = 2255 13 v, I N R 48 )T AR 7EBE W K b, Howard Wolowitz §5618 : “ All
right. I'd kill a hobo if ivll get me laid. ” (2 T AE MR MAFE JEBLAT H — DI 7D “get sb. laid”#E Hif5
FIORCKRAERR” WAL X2 JAE AT TS B8 I — R BB EE . 5 T Howard fEAEA F 11
NP4 . Howard B IS FIE W0 H AN i i 5 0 &8 — 26 ik B (8 T B, AR 22 B i At iy 37 32 3 1.0 6 e 58]
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TECH G IR YE VA — 256 7 42, Sheldon Cooper, Leonard Hofstadter £l Rajesh Koothrappali = A
EHhEITW0, P& IT Z M “Howard Wolowitz 5 4 % A ¥ 2”7 Sheldon 7] %% : “He’s putting his
needs ahead of the collective good, where he comes from,that's punishable by death. ” (“/h 2/~ A F| 25 %
BTEERMGEZ L AEERNES BT ZICARM ) AR 38 BT [ DL K b B AR AE — 2 1) [ Ak JE 4
SENRI R A2 FSCH A A RN R R B TP N R (S EL A R A T O SRR B O OR R A
P e S T AR s 2 b TN TR IS Th AR A TR 09 L5 20 B BP0 035 L 135 3 4 HL D 500K HE T
W LSS DL o B .

TECH W% REEKE DS L 255 6 A2 b, Sheldon A B T A T4 0B BUAS A 1Y B8 B0 2R 19 )7 s« (H st Ak ) 2
#% Leonard ilF B 24512 49 , Sheldon [M 2354 : “1 just learned a Chinese research team at the Hubei Institute for
Nuclear Physics ran a test on a cyclotron and the results were extremely promising. ” (*“F¢ Wi W 151 7¢
AL B A% ) BRI 5% BT 1 A 5 /N A7 [l e fn s g b AT T, 25 SR AR R S L) T B AR — o
BRI A A B 52 s BRI — A B IE S A R A B 55 7 vk AN AE v B AL A JAR B T IER R SE . Y o
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TECHE TS RN DS TLZ=%5 6 &P, Sheldon BBk 2k Mary Cooper i 3, b J& — 107 B i85 1 52 80 & Ik
HFE, IE Sheldon #)%E & Leonard W KA, i 323 T kung fu letters, Leonard [A[% 34 “Uh, kung fu let-
ters might not be politically correct. ”“F#EE1E A “B . T R GG A 5SS FhE BT 1" “not be politically
correct” 7 [ BB BUE AN IEH , T 5 BB R IL  AR PR SR T Ak 1Y B R SR e L R A
T “kung fu letters” — i) 52 55 v N B 58 20 6 AT U0, 51 AR A 2203 . Mary Cooper 4275 Ui, :
“Oh, I thought the one we couldn’t say was ching chong. "F%=#F . “F ik LIy B A ching chong &
REULAYWE! (ching chong: &) E A [E 35 & # » A48 A X E PN B A% 31K 5% 79 98] 78 ) ' “ ching chong” /&
AE 5 U 1R T R IR TV R )T AR A M ATESR AR A S RE WAL K 1 ) BT
ching chong, & #1454/ E AN EN G2 BIR KI5 L R85 Bk 42 5 T A9 1, S 2 A 0T 58 B X 4, — Bt
ZER A N T AR KB R R S M — AR WARTEE SR T IR AL B B AN, R
B AR B )5 1R “ ching chong” , U238 i VE PR 7 AT b R 06T . XF T U8 1 v £ T R 8% b [ Y e i A
B v ) ] R R R B ) TR R B R SR B A 1 R SR MG kS i LA .
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Bl R BN OK . RN PR PR AR R SCAE RIS AN U S . BT AR D LA A [ B
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SRRV BRI T 32 21 1T R AR Y35 2% .
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