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An interpretation of the concept of “face” in Eat a Bow of Tea

PAN Fei

(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: An interpretation is made of the concept of “face” in American Chinatown in Eat a Bow of
Tea by Louis Chu, in the Chinese cultural context and from the perspective of Bourdieu’s Field
Theory. From the perspective of Field Theory, “face”, defined as capital, is not only an effective
means to obtain social capital among the subfields within the Chinatown field, but also the struggle
force of the Chinatown field to resist the hegemony of the field of white Americans. As a specific
feature of Chinese culture, the concept of “face” plays an important social role in affecting people’s
psychology and restraining people’s behavior. Therefore, there exists rationality and inevitability for
the concept of “face” in Chinatown.
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