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Interpretation of business behavior of Zhejiang overseas Chinese

from the perspective of cultural pattern

ZHANG Chong

(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: By employing Ruth Benedict’s theory of cultural pattern, this paper interprets business
behavior of overseas Chinese whose geographic origin is Zhejiang province. It is found that the system
of apprentice in which the disciples should learn from doing the daily trifles, and the faith in
benevolence which emphasizes mutual benefit and responsibility recorded in the Analects, help the
community of Zhejiang overseas Chinese constitute the special cultural pattern behind their business
behavior. It is concluded that overseas Chinese strongly identify themselves with traditional Chinese
cultural pattern, which could provide some enlightenment for contemporary China to face the challenge
of modernity.
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