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The split self: Psychoanalytic study on John Banville’s The Sea

HUANG Beibei

(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: The self-identity construction of the protagonist Morden permeates John Banville’'s Booker
Prize Winner The Sea by virtue of narration. Starting from analysis of the cause and presentation of
Morden’s “false self” with the concepts of “true self” and “false self” presented by Winnicott, this
paper pointed out that the shame of his origin and the shame of imperfect body or the perish of body
lead to the appearance of the “false self”. But his “false self” cannot replace his “true self” as it is not
independent or complete, as a result of which the coexistence of “false self” and “true self” or the split
self arises. The paper further discussed the disastrous consequence for his interpersonal relationship
deprived of intimacy due to lack of a consistent and whole self.
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