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On cultivation of foreign language competence and performance of

students majoring engineering in context of “Excellent Engineers Plan”

YE Yiqun

(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: As the “Excellent Engineers Education Training Plan” (Excellent Engineers Plan)
initiates the cultivation of engineering talents with international competitiveness, traditional
foreign language teaching mode in universities is facing severe challenges. Based on the foreign
language ability of engineering students and the general situation of foreign language teaching in
universities, in response to the appeals of foreign language competence and performance,
foreign language teaching in universities should aim at the competence demands required by
A Guideline to Teaching College English and correspond to the cultivation concept of
innovative and international engineering talents proposed by “Excellent Engineers Plan”. In
view of this, College English Department of ZUST conducted teaching reform by adopting the
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textbook of “English for Engineers” and explored a feasible approach to cultivate competence
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and performance and improve the foreign language skills of engineering students from the
following three aspects: reinforcing critical ability in reading, developing the ability of online
autonomous learning and expanding after-class language activities.

Keywords: Excellent Engineers Plan; foreign language education; engineering students; foreign

language competence and performance
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