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Reconstruction and fission of general education in

Germany’s universities of applied sciences
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Abstract: As a concept of education, general education (regarded as Allgemeinbildung in
Germany) has undergone a long and tortuous evolution in Germany. Under the special space-
time background, it presents a trend from “ideological trend” to “symbol”. With the
development of engineering education and applied universities, general education has been
endowed with new forms and contents. In Germany’s universities of applied sciences (UAS),
the offering of general education, on the one hand, continues the content system of general
education in primary and secondary schools. On the other hand, general education is

incorporated into the competency module of professional education. The high integration of
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professional education and general education has achieved a leap from “professional training” to
“ability-building”, which has largely responded to the requirements from the society for
compound professional management talents. At the same time, the general education of
Germany’s UAS is also facing such problems as weak foundation, insufficient teachers, content
solidification, low extension, and failure to meet the diverse needs of students. With the
development of higher education, general education responds to the change of social demand for
talents, where all these three form a structure of “meshing gear wheels”.

Keywords: applied universities; integration of professional education and general education;

shaping function (Aufbausfunktion); German model (Deutschland Modell)
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Table 1 Course overview of Electrical Science in the Fachhochschule Westkiiste
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